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Description 

Technical Fields 

This invention is in the fields of molecular 
biology and virology and in particular relates to 
human T cell leukemia virus - type III (HTLV-III). 

Background 

The term human T cell leukemia-lymphoma 
virus (HTLV) refers to a unique family of T cell 
tropic retroviruses. These viruses play an important 
role in the pathogenesis of certain T cell neopl- 
asms. There are presently three known types of 
HTLVs. One subgroup of the family, HTLV-type I 
(HTLV-I), is linked to the cause of adult T-cell 
leukemia-lymphoma (ATLL) that occurs in certain 
regions of Japan, the Caribbean and Africa. HTLV- 
type II (HTLV-II) has been isolated from a patient 
with a T-cell variant of hairy cell leukemia. 
M.Popovic et al., Detection, Isolation, and Continu- 
ous Production of Cytopathic Retroviruses (HTLV- 
III) from Patients with AIDS and Pre- AIDS. Science , 
224:497-500 (1984). 

HTLV-type II! (HTLV-III) has been isolated from 
many patients with acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (AIDS). HTLV-III refers to prototype virus 
isolated from AIDS patients. Groups reported to be 
at greatest risk for AIDS include homosexual or 
bisexual males; intravenous drug users and Haitian 
immigrants to the United States. Hemophiliacs who 
receive blood products pooled from donors and 
recipients of multiple blood transfusions are also at 
risk. Clinical manifestations of AIDS include severe, 
unexplained immune deficiency which generally in- 
volves a depletion of helper T lymphocytes. These 
may be accompanied by malignancies and infec- 
tions. The mortality rate for patients with AIDS is 
high. A less severe form of AIDS also exists, in 
which there may be lymphadenopathy and de- 
pressed helper T cell counts; there is not, however, 
the devastating illness characteristic of full-blown 
AIDS. There are many individuals, who are clas- 
sified as having early AIDS (pre-AIDS), who exhibit 
these signs. It is not now possible to predict who 
among then will develop the more serious symp- 
toms. 

Much of the evidence implicates HTLV-III as 
the etiological agent of the infectious AIDS. First, 
there is consistent epidemiology; greater than 95% 
of the patients with AIDS have antibodies specific 
for HTLV-III. Second, there has been reproducible 
identification and isolation of virus in this disease; 
more than 100 variants of HTLV-III have been iso- 
lated from AIDS patients. Third, there has been 
transmission of the disease to normal healthy in- 
dividuals who received blood transfusions from in- 



fected blood donors. 

HTLV-III has been shown to share several 
properties with HTLV-I and HTLV-II but also to be 
morphologically, biologically and antigenically dis- 

s tinguishable. R.C. Gallo et al., Frequent Detection 
and Isolation of Cytopathic Retroviruses (HTLV-III) 
from Patients with AIDS and At Risk for AIDS. 
Science , 224:500-503. (1984). For example, HTLV- 
III has been shown to be antigenically related to 

70 HTLV-I and HTLV-II by demonstrating cross-reac- 
tivity with antibodies to HTLV-I and HTLV-II core 
proteins, p24 and p19, and envelope antigens and 
by nucleic acid cross-hybridization studies with 
cloned HTLV-I and HTLV-II DNAs. However, unlike 

75 HTLV-I and HTLV-II, it lacked the ability to infect 
and transform T cells from normal umbilical cord 
blood and bone marrow in vitro, and has the 
cytopathic effect on infected~cells only. 

Like the RNA genome of other retroviruses, the 

20 RNA genome of HTLV-III contains three genes 
which encode viral proteins: 1) the gag gene, which 
encodes the internal structural (nucleocapsid or 
core) proteins; 2) the pol gene, which encodes the 
RNA-directed DNA polymerase (reverse transcrip- 

25 tase); and 3) the env gene, which encodes the 
envelope glycoproteins of the virion. In addition, 
the HTLV-III genome contains a region designated 
Px, located between the env gene and the 3' LTR, 
which appears to be involved in functional killing of 

30 the virus. 

At this time, AIDS is still difficult to diagnose 
before the onset of clinical manifestations. There is 
no method presently available for the prevention of 
the disease. Treatment of those with AIDS is gen- 

35 erally not successful and victims succumb to the 
devastating effects HTLV-III has on the body. 

Summary of the Invention 

40 This invention is based upon applicant's clon- 

ing of HTLV-III DNA in recombinant/vector host 
systems capable of expressing immunoreactive 
HTLV-III polypeptides. Based on the cloning of 
HTLV-III DNA in systems which express 

45 immunoreactive-polypeptides, applicant has devel- 
oped methods useful in the diagnosis, treatment 
and prevention of AIDS. Applicant has developed 
methods of detecting HTLV-III and antibodies 
against HTLV-III in body fluids (e.g., blood, saliva, 

so semen), and methods useful in immunotherapy 
(e.g., vaccination and passive immunization against 
AIDS). In addition, applicant has developed meth- 
ods of making HTLV-III DNA probes and RNA 
probes useful in detecting HTLV-III in body fluids. 

55 Polypeptides encoded by a segment of the 

HTLV-III genome have been produced by these 
recombinant DNA methods. The polypeptides en- 
coded by a 1.1Kb EcoRI restriction fragment from 
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HTLV-III cDNA have been produced. The polypep- 
tides expressed have been isolated. These poly- 
peptides are immunoreactive with sera of patients 
having AIDS and with antibodies to HTLV-HI and 
thus are useful in screening blood and other body 
fluids for the presence of antibodies against HTLV- 
HI. Applicant's invention therefore provides a meth- 
od not only for diagnosing AIDS, but also for pre- 
venting the transmission of the disease to others 
through blood or blood components harboring 
HTLV-HI. The latter is particularly valuable in 
screening donated blood before it is transfused or 
used to obtain blood components (e.g., Factor VIII 
for the treatment of hemophilia; Factor IX) 
methods are employed in the production of anti- 
bodies, including monoclonal antibodies, against 
the virus. Such antibodies form the basis for im- 
munoassay and diagnostic techniques for directly 
detecting HTLV-HI in body fluids such as blood, 
saliva, semen, etc. Neutralizing antibodies against 
the virus may be used to passively immunize 
against the disease. 

Applicant's cloning of HTLV-HI DNA in such 
recombinant vector host systems also provides the 
basis for determination of the nucleotide sequence 
HTLV-HI DNA. The DNA probes are essentially 
homologous to the 1.1 Kb EcoRI DNA which is 
unique to the HTLV-III genome. DNA probes pro- 
vide another method of detecting HTLV-HI in blood, 
saliva or other body fluids. RNA probes which 
contain regions unique to the HTLV-III genome can 
also be formed and used for the detection of 
HTLV-III in body fluids. 

Brief Description of the Figures 



Figure 1 is a representation of HTLV-III DNA. 
Figure 1a shows sites at which the genome is cut 
by the restriction enzyme Sstl and Figure 1b shows 
the fragments of HTLV-III genome produced 
through the action of restriction enzymes Kpn, Ec- 
oRI and Hind III. 

Figure 2 is a representation of HTLV-III DNA. 
Figure 2a shows the location of restriction enzyme 
sites in the genome and Figure 2b shows the 
location in the HTLV-III genome of DNA inserts in 
open reading frame clones. The ( + ) and (-) in- 
dicate reactivity and lack of reactivity, respectively, 
of the fusion protein expressed by cells trans- 
formed by the ORF vectors with sera of AIDS 
patients. 

Figure 3 shows the nucleotide sequence for 
HTLV-III DNA and the predicted amino acid se- 
quence of the four longest open reading frames. 
Restriction enzyme sites are indicated above the 
nucleotide sequence. 

Figure 4 is an immunoblot showing the position 
on an SDS polyacrylamide gel of HTLV-III env- 



Beta-galactosidase fusion proteins. 

Figure 5 shows sites at which the genome is 
cut by the restriction enzyme EcoRI and construc- 
tion of recombinant plasmids carrying HTLV-III 
5 DNA. 

Figure 6 is an immunoblot showing the posi- 
tions on nitrocellulose blots of peptides produced 
by bacterial cells transformed by recombinant con- 
structs ompA1-R-6; ompA2-R-7 and ompA3-R-3, 

to into which a 1.1 Kb EcoRI HTLV-III cDNA restriction 
fragment had been inserted. Figure 6a shows the 
nucleotide sequence of the ompA signal peptide 
and the pertinent region of recombinant plasmids 
ompA1-R-6; ompA2-R-7 and ompA3-R-3. 

75 Figure 7 is an immunoblot showing blocking of 

reaction between HTLV-III antigens and an AIDS 
serum by lysates of E.coli containing HTLV-III DNA 
recombinant plasmid ompA1-R-6 (lanes 1-5) and 
no blocking of the reaction by lysates of E.coli 

20 control cells (lanes 6-10). — 
Figure 8 is an immunoblot showing the pres- 
ence or absence of antibodies against the peptide 
encoded by the 1.1 Kb EcoRI HTLV-III restriction 
fragment of HTLV-III cDNA in sera from healthy 

25 individuals (lanes 1-3) and from AIDS patients 
(lanes 4-11). Purified HTLV-III virus (panel A) or 
total cell lysate of bacterial clone ompA1-R-6- 
(01 R6) were reacted with sera samples. 

Figure 9 represents the open reading frame 

30 expression vector pMRlOO having HTLV-III DNA. 

Figure 10 represents lambdaCI-HTLV-lll beta- 
galactosidase fusion proteins. Figure 10a is an im- 
munoblot showing the position on SDS 
polyacrylamide gel of lambdaCI-HTLV-lll beta- 

35 galactosidase fusion proteins, and Figure 10b 
shows the immunoreactivity of such proteins with 
sera from AIDS patients. 

Best Mode of Carrying Out the Invention 
40 _ 

Despite the similarity between HTLV-III and the 
other members of the HTLV-bovine leukemia virus 
(BLV) family of viruses, the biology and pathology 
of HTLV-III differs substantially. For example, rela- 
ys tively little homology has been found in the HTLV- 
III genome when compared with that of the HTLV-I 
or -II genome. Infection with HTLV-III often results 
in profound immunosuppression (AIDS), conse- 
quent to the depletion of the OKT4( + ) cell popula- 
50 tion. This effect is mirrored by a pronounced 
cytopathic, rather than transforming, effect of 
HTLV-III infection upon the OKT4( + ) cells in lym- 
phocyte cultures in vitro. In contrast, infection with 
HTLV-I results in Flow incidence of T-cell leukemia 
55 lymphoma (an OKT4( + ) cell malignancy). There is 
evidence for some degree of immunodeficiency in 
HTLV-I patients as well. Infection of primary lym- 
phocytes in culture by HTLV-I and -II results in 
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vitro transformation of predominantly OKT4( + ) 
cells. A cytopathic effect of HTLV-I infection upon 
lymphocytes is apparent, but the effect is not as 
pronounced as that observed for HTLV-III. 

HTLV-HI also differs from HTLV-I and -II in the 
extent of infectious virion production in vivo and in 
vitro. High titers of cell free, infectioui virions can 
be obtained from AIDS patient semen and saliva 
and from the supernatant of cultures infected with 
HTLV-III. Very few, if any, cell free infectious vir- 
ions can be recovered from adult T-cell leukemia 
lymphoma (ATLL) patients or from cultures infected 
with HTLV-I or -II. 

Envelope glycoprotein is the major antigen rec- 
ognized by the antiserum of AIDS patients. In this 
respect, HTLV resembles other retroviruses, for 
which the envelope glycoprotein is typically the 
most antigenic viral polypeptide. In addition, the 
neutralizing antibodies are generally directed to- 
ward the envelope glycoprotein of the retrovirus. 
Serum samples from 88 percent to 100 percent of 
those with AIDS have been shown to have anti- 
bodies reactive with antigens of HTLV-III; the major 
immune reactivity was directed against p41, the 
presumed envelope antigen of HTLV-III. Antibodies 
to core proteins have also been demonstrated in 
serum of AIDS patients, but do not appear to be as 
effective an indicator of infection as is the presence 
of antibodies to envelope antigen. 

The p41 antigen of HTLV-III has beerr difficult 
to characterize because the viral envelope is par- 
tially destroyed during the process of virus inac- 
tivation and purification. This invention responds to 
the great need to characterize this antigenic com- 
ponent of the HTLV-III virus and to determine the 
existence and identity of other viral antigenic com- 
ponents in several ways. It provides products, such 
as HTLV-III polypeptides, antibodies to the poly- 
peptides and RNA and DNA probes, as well as 
methods for their production. These serve as the 
basis for screening, diagnostic and therapeutic pro- 
ducts and methods. 

This invention relates to HTLV-III polypeptides 
which are produced by translation of a recombinant 
DNA sequence encoding HTLV-III proteins. Poly- 
peptides which are produced in this way and which 
are immunoreactive with serum from AIDS patients 
or antibodies to HTLV-III are referred to as recom- 
binant DNA-produced immunoreactive HTLV-III 
polypeptides. They include the polypeptides which 
are produced by the translation of the recombinant 
DNA sequences included in a 1 .1 Kb EcoRI restric- 
tion fragment of HTLV-III cDNA. 

The polypeptides encoded by this region of the 
HTLV III can be used in immunochemical assays 
for detecting antibodies against HTLV-III and HTLV- 
VIII infection. These methods can assist in diagnos- 
ing AIDS. In addition, they can also be employed to 



screen blood before it is used for transfusions or 
for the production of blood components (e.g., Fac- 
tor VIII for the treatment of hemophilia). Availability 
of screening technics will reduce the risk of AIDS 
5 transmission. 

Detection of antibodies reactive with the poly- 
peptides can be carried out by a number of estab- 
lished methods. For example, an immunoreactive 
HTLV III polypeptide can be affixed to a solid 

70 phase (such as polystyrene bead or other solid 
support). The sold phase is then incubated with 
blood sample to be tested for antibody against 
HTLV-III. After an appropriate incubation period the 
solid phase and blood sample are separated. Anti- 

75 body bound to the solid phase can be detected 
with labeled polypeptide or with a labeled antibody 
against human immunoglobulin. 

The HTLV-III polypeptides can be used in a 
vaccine prevention of AIDS. 

20 The polypeptides can also be used to produce 

antibodies, including monoclonal antibodies, 
against the HTLV-III polypeptides. These antibodies 
can be used .in immunochemical assays for direct 
detection of the virus in body fluids (such as blood, 

25 saliva and semen). Assays employing monoclonal 
antibody against specific HTLV III antigenic deter- 
minants will reduce false-positive results thereby 
improving accuracy of assays for the virus. Anti- 
bodies against the virus may also be useful in 

30 immunotherapy. For example, antibodies may be 
used to passively immunize against the virus. The 
methods of producing the polypeptides are also a 
subject of this invention, as are diagnostic methods 
based on these polypeptides. 

35 

HTLV-III POLYPEPTIDES 

Genetic engineering methods are used to iso- 
late a 15Kd peptide encoded by a 1.1 Kb EcoRI 
40 HTLV-III restriction fragment of HTLV-III DNA. 
These methods are also used to sequence the 
fragments which encode the polypeptides. The pro- 
viral genes integrated into host cell DNA are mo- 
lecularly cloned and the nucleotide sequences of 
45 the cloned provirus is determined. 

An E. coli expression library of HTLV-III DNA is 
constructed~The HTLV-III genome is cloned and 
cuts are then made in the cloned HTLV-III genome 
with restriction enzymes to produce DNA frag- 
so ments. (Figures 1 and 2) HTLV-III DNA fragments 
of approximately 200-500bp are isolated from 
agarose gel, end repaired with T 4 polymerase and 
ligated to linker DNA. The linker ligated DNA is 
then treated with a restriction enzyme, purified 
55 from agarose gel and cloned in an expression 
vector. Examples of the expression vectors used 
are: OmpA, plN (A,B and C), lambda pL, T7, lac, 
Trp, ORF and lambda gt1 1 . In addition, mammalian 
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cell vectors such as pSV28pt, pSV2neo, pSVdhfr 
and VPV vectors, and yeast vectors, such as GALI 
and GAL10, may be used. 

The bacterial vectors contain the lac coding 
sequences, into which HTLV-III DNA can be in- 
serted for the generation of B-galactosidase fusion 
protein. The recombinant vectors are then intro- 
duced into bacteria (e.g., E.coli); those cells which 
take up a vector containing HTLV-III DNA are said 
to be transformed. The cells are then screened to 
identify cells which have been transformed and are 
expressing the fusion protein. For example, the 
bacteria are plated on MacConkey agar plates in 
order to verify the phenotype of clone. If functional 
B-galoctosidase is being produced, the colony will 
appear red. 

Bacterial colonies are also screened with 
HTLV-III DNA probes to identify clones containing 
the DNA region of interest. Clones which are posi- 
tive when screened with the DNA probe and posi- 
tive on the MacConkey agar plates are isolated. 

This identification of cells harboring the HTLV- 
III DNA sequences makes it possible to produce 
HTLV-III polypeptides which are immunoreactive 
with HTLV-III specific antibody. The cells from the 
selected colonies are grown in culture under con- 
ditions allowing the expression of the hybrid pro- 
tein. Cell protein is then obtained by means known 
in the art. For example, the culture can be cen- 
trifuged and the resulting cell pellet broken. Poly- 
peptides secreted by the host cell can be obtained 
(without disruption of the cells) from the cell culture 
supernatant. 

The total cellular protein is analysed by being 
run on an SDS polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. 
The fusion proteins are identified at a position on 
the gel which contains no other protein. Western 
blot analyses are also carried out on the clones 
which screened positive. Such analyses are per- 
formed with serum from AIDS patients, with the 
result that it is possible to identify those clones 
expressing HTLV-III B-galactosidase fusion proteins 
(antigens) that cross-react with the HTLV-III specific 
antibody. 

Lambda io clones harboring HTLV-III DNA are 
cloned from the replicated form of the virus. As the 
retrovirus is replicating, double stranded DNA is 
being produced. The cloned HTLV-III DNA is di- 
gested with the restriction enzyme Sstl. (Figure 1a) 
Because there are two Sstl recognition sites within 
the LTR of HTLV-III DNA, one LTR region is not 
present in the cloned DNA sequence removed from 
the lambdaio vector. As a result, a small 
(approximately 200 bp) fragment of the HTLV-III 
DNA is missing. 

The resulting DNA is linearized and fragments 
are produced by digesting the linearized genomic 
DNA spanning the env gene region with the restric- 



tion enzyme EcoRI (Figure 1b). The resulting 
1 .1 KbEcoRI-EcoRI fragments are isolated by gel 
electrophoresis and electroelution. These frag- 
ments are randomly sheared to produce smaller 
5 fragments. The fragments thus produced are 
separatedfrom agarose gel and DNA fragments be- 
tween about 200-500 bp are eluted. 

The eluted 200-500bp DNA fragments are end 
filled through the use of E. coli T 4 polymerase and 
10 blunt end ligated into arTo"pen reading frame ex- 
pression (ORF) vector, such as pMR100. This liga- 
tion may occur at the Smal site of the pMR100 
vector, which contains two promoter regions, hybrid 
coding sequences of lambdaCI gene and lacl-LacZ 
J5 gene fusion sequence. In the vector, these are out 
of frame sequences; as a result, the vector is 
nonproductive. The HTLV-III DNA is inserted into 
the vector; the correct DNA fragments will correct 
the reading frame, with the result that CI-HTLV-III- 
20 B-galactosidase fusion proteins are produced. The 
expression of the hybrid is under the control of the 
lac promoter. Based on the sequence of pMRlOO, 
it appears that if a DNA fragment insert cloned into 
the Smal site is to generate a proper open reading 
25 frame between the lambdaCI gene fragment and 
the lac-2 fragment, the inserted DNA must not 
contain any stop codons in the reading frame set 
by the frame of the lambdaCI gene. 

The recombinant pMR100 vectors are then in- 
30 troduced into E. coli. The bacteria are plated on 
MacConkey agar plates to verify the phenotype of 
the clone. If functional B-galactosidase is being 
produced, the colony will appear red. The colonies 
are also screened with HTLV-III DNA probes, for 
35 the purpose of identifying those clones containing 
the insert. Clones which are positive when 
screened with the DNA probe and positive on the 
MacConkey agar plates are isolated. 

The cells from the selected colonies are grown 
40 . in culture. The culture is spun down and the cell 
pellet broken. Total cellular protein is analysed by 
being run on an SDS polyacrylamide gel. The 
fusion proteins are identified at a position on the 
gel which contains no other protein. (Figure 4) 
45 Western blot analyses are also carried out on 

the clones which screened positive. Sera from 
AIDS patients are used, thus making it possible to 
identify those clones which express the HTLV-III-B- 
galactosidase fusion proteins that cross-react with 
so the HTLV-III specific antibody. 1000 clones were 
screened by this method; 6 were positive. 

Because of the nature of the pMRlOO cloning 
vehicle, a productive DNA insert should also be 
expressed as a part of a larger fusion polypeptide. 
55 HTLV-III env gene containing recombinant clones 
was identified by colony hybridization. The produc- 
tion of larger fusion polypeptides bearing functional 
B-galactosidase activity was verified by phenotype 
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identification on MacConkey agar plates; by B- 
galactosidase enzymatic assays and by analysis on 
75% SDS-polyacrylamide gels. Immunoreactivity of 
the larger protein with antibody to HTLV-III was 
assessed by western blot analysis using serum 
from AIDS patients. These large fusion proteins 
also reacted with anti-B-galactosidase and anti-CI 
antiserum. This finding is consistent with the hy- 
pothesis that they are proteins of CI-HTLV-lll-laclZ. 

The open reading frame insert fragment of 
HTLV-III is further analyzed by DNA sequencing 
analysis. Because one of the two Bam HI sites 
flanking the Smal cloning site in pMR100 is de- 
stroyed in the cloning step, positive clones are 
digested with restriction enzymes Hindlll and clal 
to liberate the inserted HTLV-III DNA fragment. The 
HTLV-III ORF inserts are isolated from the fusion 
recombinant and cloned into M13 sequencing clon- 
ing vector mp18 and mp19 digested with Hindlll 
and Accl. DNA sequences of the positive ORF 
clones are then determined. 

Fragments of HTLV-III DNA of approximately 
200-500 bps are isolated from agarose gel, end 
repaired with T 4 polymerase and ligated to EcoRI 
linker. The EcoRI linker ligated DNA is then treated 
with EcoRI purified from 1% agarose gel and clon- 
ed in an expression vector, lambda gt11. This 
vector contains lac Z gene coding sequences into 
which the foreign DNA can be inserted for the 
generation of B-galactosidase fusion protein. The 
expression of the hybrid gene is under the control 
of lac repressor. The lac repressor gene, lac I, is 
carried on a separate plasmid pMC9 in the host 
cell, E. coli Y1090. AIDS patient serum was used to 
probe the Iambdagt11 library of HTLV-III genome 
DNA containing 1.5x10* recombinant phage. In a 
screen of 5000 recombinants, 100 independent 
clones that produced strong signals were isolated. 
The positive recombinant DNA clones were further 
characterized for their specific gene expression. 
Rabbit hyperimmune serum against P24 was also 
used to identify the gag gene specific clones. Nick- 
translated DNA probes of specific HTLV-III gene, 
specifically the gag gene, env gene and Px gene 
were used to group the positive immunoreactive 
clones into specific gene region. 

Recombinant clones that produced strong sig- 
nals with AIDS serum and contain insert DNA span- 
ning the HTLV-III gag, pol, sor and env-lor gene 
regions were examined in detail by mapping their 
insert with restriction enzymes and DNA sequen- 
cing analysis. 

Determination of the Nucleotide Sequence of 
HTLV-III DNA 

Genetic engineering methods are used to de- 
termine the nucleotide sequence of HTLV-III DNA. 



One technique that can be used to determine the 
sequence is a shotgun/random sequencing meth- 
ods. HTLV-III DNA is sheared randomly into frag- 
ments of about 300-500 bp in size. The fragments 
5 are cloned, for example, using ml3, and the colo- 
nies screened to identify those having an HTLV-III 
DNA fragment insert. The nucleotide sequence is 
then generated, with multiple analysis producing 
. overlaps in the sequence. Both strands of the 
io HTLV-III DNA are sequenced to determine orienta- 
tion. Restriction mapping is used to check the 
sequencing data generated. 

The nucleotide sequence of one cloned HTLV- 
III genome (BH10) is shown in Figure 3, in which 
75 the position of sequences encoding gag protein 
p17 and the N-terminus of gag p24 and the C- 
terminus of gag p1 5 (which overlaps with the N- 
terminus of the~pol protein) are indicated. The open 
reading frames "(ORF) for pol, sor and env-lor are 
20 also indicated. The sequence oflhe remaining 1 82 
base pairs of the HTLV-III DNA not present in clone 
BH10 (including a portion of R, U5, the tRNA 
primer binding site and a portion of the leader 
sequence) was derived from clone HXB2. The se- 
25 quences of two additional clones (BH8 and BH5) 
are also shown. Restriction enzyme sites are listed 
above the nucleotide sequence; sites present in 
clone BH8 but not in clone BH10 are in parenthe- 
ses. Deletions are noted ([]) at nucleotides 251, 
30 254, 5671 and 6987-7001 . The nucleotide positions 
(to the right of each line) start with the transcrip- 
tional initiation site. The amino acid residues are 
numbered (to the right of each line) for the four 
largest open reading frames starting after the pre- 
35 ceding termination codon in each case except gag 
which is enumerated from the first methionlni 
codon. A proposed peptide cleavage site (V) and 
possible asparagine-linked glycosylation sites are 
shown (*) for the env-lor open reading frame. The 
40 sequences in the LTR derived from clones BH8 
and BH10 listed in the beginning of the figure are 
derived from the 3'-portion of each clone and are 
assumed to be identical to those present in the 5 f - 
LTR of the integrated copies of these viral 
45 genomes. 

Clone HXB2 was derived from a recombinant 
phage library of Xbal digested DNA from HTLV-III 
infected H9 cells cloned in lambdaJI. H9 cells are 
human leukemic cells infected by a pool of HTLV- 
50 III from blood of AIDS patients, F. Wong-Staal, 
Nature, 312, November, 1984. Cloning vector 
clones BH10, BH8, and BH5 were derived from a 
library of Sstl digested DNA from the Hirt super- 
natant fraction of HTLV-III infected H9 cells cloned 
55 in lambdagtWes.lambdaB. Both libraries were 
screened with cDNA probe synthesized from virion 
RNA using oligo.dT as a primer. Clones BH8, BH5, 
and a portion of HXB2 were sequenced as de- 
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scribed by Maxam and Gilbert. (1980) Maxam, A. 
• M. and Gilbert, Co. Methods in Enzymology. 65: 
499-560. Clone BH10 was sequenced by the rnelh- 
od of Sanger modified by the use of 
oligonucleotides complementary to the M13 insert 
sequence as primers and using Klenow fragment of 
DNA polymerase I or reverse transcriptase as the 
polymerase. 

Formation of RNA, RNA Probes and DNA Probes 
Specific to HTWlil 

DNA sequences which are an entire gene or 
segment of a gene from HTLV-III are inserted into 
a vector, such as a T7 vector. In this embodiment, 
the vector has the Tceu promoter from the T cell 
gene 10 promoter and DNA sequences encoding 
eleven amino acids from the T cell gene 10 pro- 
tein. 

The vectors are then used to transform cells, 
such as E. coll. The T7 vector makes use of the 17 
polymerase7~which catalyzes RNA formation and 
recognizes only T7 promoter, which is the site 
where RNA polymerase binds for the initiation of 
transcription. The T7 polymerase does not recog- 
nize E. coli promoter. As a result, if HTLV-III DNA 
sequences" are inserted after the promoter and 
polymerase genes of the T7 vector, which recog- 
nizes them to the exclusion of other signals, and a 
terminator is placed immediately after the HTLV-III 
DNA sequences, the T7 vector will direct manufac- 
ture RNA complementary to the HTLV-III DNA in- 
sert. 

Determination of the nucleotide sequence of 
HTLV-III DNA also provides the basis for the forma- 
tion of DNA probes. Both RNA probes and DNA 
HTLV-III probes must have the distinctive region of 
the HTLV-III genome in order to be useful in de- 
tecting HTLV-III in body fluids. There is relatively 
little homology between the HTLV-III genome and 
the HTLV-I and -II genomes and probes contain 
regions which are unique to HTLV-III (i.e., not 
shared with HTLV-I or -II). 

Either viral RNA or DNA can be used for de- 
tecting HTLV-III in, for example, saliva, which is 
known to have a very high concentration of the 
virus. This can be done, for example, by means of 
a dot blot, in which the saliva sample is denatured, 
blotted onto paper and then screened using either 
type of probe. If saliva is used as the test fluid, 
detection of HTLV-III is considerable faster and 
easier than is the case if blood is tested. 

Production of Monoclonal Antibodies Reactive with 
HTLV-III Polypeptides 

Monoclonal antibodies reactive with HTLV-III 
polypeptides are produced by antibody-producing 



cell lines. The antibody-producing cell lines may be 
hybridoma cell lines commonly known as 
hybridomas. The hybrid cells are formed by fusion 
of cells which produce antibody to HTLV-III poly- 
5 peptide and an immortalizing cell, that is, a cell 
which imparts long term tissue culture stability on 
the hybrid cell. In the formation of the hybrid cell 
lines, the first fusion partner - the antibody-produc- 
ing cell - can be a spleen cell of an animal im- 

70 munized against HTLV-III polypeptide. Alternatively, 
the antibody-producing cell can be isolated B lym- 
phocyte which produces antibody against an 
HTLV-III antigen. The lymphocyte can be obtained 
from the spleen, peripheral blood, lymph nodes or 

75 other tissue. The second fusion partner - the im- 
mortal cell - can be a lymphoblastoid cell or a 
plasmacytoma cell such as a myeloma cell, itself 
an antibody-producing cell but also malignant. 
Murine hybridomas which produce monoclonal 

20 antibodies against HTLV-III polypeptide are formed 
by the fusion of mouse myeloma cells and spleen 
cells from mice immunized against the polypeptide. 
To immunize the mice, a variety of different im- 
munization protocols may be followed. For instance 

25 mice may receive primary and boosting immuniza- 
tions of the purified polypeptide. The fusions are 
accomplished by standard procedures. Kohler and 
Milstein, (1975) Nature (London) 256 , 495-497; 
Kennet, R., (1980) in Monoclonal Antibodies - 

30 (Kennet et al., Eds. pp. 365-367, Plenum Press, 
NY). 

The hybridomas are then screened for produc- 
tion of antibody reactive with the polypeptide. This 
can be performed by screening procedures known 

35 in the art. 

Another way of forming the antibody-producing 
cell line is by transformation of antibody-producing 
cells. For example, a B lymphocyte obtained from 
an animal immunized against HTLV-III polypeptide 

40 may be infected and transformeed with a virus 
such as the Epstein-Barr virus in the case of hu- 
man B lymphocytes to give an immortal antibody- 
producing cell. See, e.g., Kozbor and Rodor (1983) 
Immunology Today 4 (3), 72-79. Alternatively, the B 

45 lymphocyte may be transformed by a transforming 
gene or transforming gene product. 

The monoclonal antibodies against HTLV-III 
polypeptide can be produced in large quantities by 
injecting antibody-producing hybridomas into the 

50 peritoneal cavity of mice and, after an appropriate 
time, harvesting the ascites fluid which contains 
very high titer of homogenous antibody and isolat- 
ing the monoclonal antibodies therefrom. Xeno- 
geneic hybridomas should be injected into irradi- 

55 ated or athymic nude mice. Alternatively, the anti- 
bodies may be produced by culturing cells which 
produce HTLV-III polypeptide in vitro and isolating 
secreted monoclonal antibodie~s from the cell cul- 
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ture medium. The antibodies produced according 
to these methods can be used in diagnostic assays 
(e.g., detecting HTLV-III in body fluids) and in pas- 
sive immunotherapy. The antibodies reactive with 
HTLV-IH polypeptides provide the basis for diag- 
nostic tests for the detection of AIDS or the pres- 
ence of HTLV-III in biological fluids (e.g., blood, 
semen, saliva) and for passive immunotherapy. For 
example, it is possible to produce anti p 41, to 
attach it to a solid phase using conventional tech- 
niques and to contact the body fluid to be tested 
with the immobilized antibody. In this way, HTLV-III 
(antigen) can be detected in the body fluid; this 
method results in far fewer false positive test re- 
sults than do tests, in which antibody against 
HTLV-VIII is detected. 

This invention will now be further illustrated by 
the following examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

PREPARATION OF SONICATED DNA FRAG- 
MENTS 

10 ug of gel purified HTLV-III restriction frag- 
ments were sonicated to fragment size on average 
of 500 bps. After sonication, the DNA was passed 
through a DEAE-cellulose column in 0.1XTBE in 
order to reduce the volume. The DEAE-bound DNA 
was washed with 5 ml of 0.2 M NaCI-TE (2 M 
NaCI, 10 mm Tris HCI pH 7.5, 1 mM EDTA) and 
then eluted with 1 M NaCI-TE, and ethanol 
precipitated. The size range of the sonicated DNA 
was then determined on 1.2% agarose gel. DNA 
fragments of desired length (200-500 bps) was 
eluted from the gel. T4 DNA polymerase was used 
to fill in and/or trim the single strand DNA termini 
generated by the sonication procedure. DNA frag- 
ments were incubated with T4 polymerase in the 
absence of added nucleotides for five minutes at 
37 'C to remove nucleotides from 3* end and then 
all 4 nucleotide precursors were added to a final 
concentration of 100 uM and the reaction mixture 
was incubated another 30 minutes to repair the 5'- 
end single stranded overhang. The reaction was 
stopped by heat inactivation of the enzyme at 
68 *C for 10 minutes. DNA was phenol extracted 
once, ethanol precipitated and resuspended in TE. 

EXAMPLE 2 

CLONING OF RANDOM SHEARED DNA FRAG- 
MENTS 

The sonicated blunt end repaired HTLV-III DNA 
fragments were ligated into the Smal site of the 
ORF expression vector pMR100 and transformed 
into host cell LG90 using standard transformation 



procedures. B-galactosidase positive phenotype of 
the transformant were identified by plating the 
transformed cell on ampicillin (25 ug/ml) containing 
McConkey agar plates and scoring the phenotype 
5 after 20 hours at 37 • C. 

EXAMPLE 3 

HYBRID PROTEIN ANALYSIS 

10 

Ten milliliter samples of cells from an overnight 
saturated culture grown in L broth containing am- 
picillin (25 ug/ml) were centrifuged, the cell pellet 
was resuspended in 500 ul of 1 .2 fold concentrated 

75 Laemmli sample buffer. The cells were resuspen- 
ded by vortexing and boiling for 3 minutes at 
100'C. The lysate was then repeated by being 
forced through a 22 guage needle to reduce the 
lysate viscosity. Approximately 10 ul of the protein 

20 samples were electrophoresed in 7.5% SDS-PAGE 
(SDS-polyacrylamide) gels. 

Electrophoretic transfer of proteins from SDS- 
PAGE gels to nitrocellulose paper was carried out 
according to Towbin et. al. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 

25 USA, 76, 1979, 4350-5T After the transfer, the filter 
was incubated at 37 # C for two hours in a solution 
of 5% (w/v) nonfat milk in PBS containing 0.1% 
antifoam A and 0.0001% merthiolate to saturate all 
available protein binding sites. Reactions with AIDS 

30 antisera were carried out in the same milk buffer 
containing 1 % AIDS patient antisera that had been 
preabsorbed with E. coli lysate. Reactions were 
performed in a seaied plastic bag at 4*C for 18-24 
hours on a rotatory shaker. Following this incuba- 

35 tion, the filter was washed three times for 20 min- 
utes each at room temperature in a solution con- 
taining 0.5% deoxycholic, 0.1 M NaCI, 0.5% triton 
X-100, 10 mm phosphate buffer pH 7.5 and 0.1 
mM PMSF. 

40 To visualize antigen-antibody interactions, the 

nitrocellulose was then incubated with the second 
goat antihuman antibody that had been iodinated 
with 125 1. The reaction with the iodinated antibody 
was carried out at room temperature for 30 minutes 

45 in the same milk buffer as was used for the first 
antibody. The nitrocellulose was then washed as 
previously described and exposed at -70 *C using 
Kodak XAR5 film with an intensifying screen. 

50 EXAMPLE 4 

SCREENING OF THE HTLV-III ORF LIBRARY BY 
COLONY HYBRIDIZATION 

55 E. coli LG90 transformants were screened with 

HTLV-liTDNA probes containing the DNA regions 
of interest (e.g. HTLV-III gag, env or Px gene 
specific sequences). Colonies were" grown on ni- 



9 



15 



EP 0 185 444 B1 



16 



trocellulose filter and screened according to the 
procedure of Grunstein and Hogness by using a 
nick-translated HTLV-III DNA as hybridization 
probe. 

The DNA fragment was in general excised by 5 
restriction endonuclease digestion, gel purified, and 
^P-labeled to a specific activity of 0.5x10 s cpm/ug 
by nick-translation (Rigby, P.W.J, et al., J. Mol. 
Biol. 113 , 237 (1977). Duplicate nitrocellulose filters 
with DNA fixed to them were prehybridized with to 
6xSSC (0.9 M NaCI/0.09 M sodium citrate,. pH 7.0), 
5X Denhardt's solution (Denhardt's solution: 0.02% 
each of polyvinylpyrrolidone, Ficoll and bovine se- 
rum albumin) 10 ug of denatured sonicated E. coli 
DNA per ml at 55 *C for 3-5 hours. The filterswere J5 
then placed in a fresh sample of the same solution 
to which the denatured hybridization probe had 
been added. Hybridization was permitted to take 
place at 68 *C for 16 hours. The filters were 
•washed repeatedly in 0.3XSSC at 55 *C, and then 20 
exposed to x-ray film. 

EXAMPLE 5 

RECOMBINANT DNA PRODUCED PEPTIDE OF 25 
HTLV-III WHICH IS IMMUNOREACTIVE WITH 
SERA FROM PATIENTS WITH AIDS 

An expression vector, pIN-lll-ompA (ompA) was 
used. ompA has the lipoprotein (the most abundant 30 
protein in E.coli ) gene promoter (Ipp ) and the 
lacUV5 promoter-operator (Figure 5).~ompA vectors 
also contain the DNA segment encoding the lac 
repressor, which allows the expression of the Irv 
sorted DNA to be regulated by lac operon inducers 35 
such as IPTG. The ompA cloning vehicles contain 
three unique restriction enzyme sites EcoRI, Hin- 
dlll, Bam HI in ail three reading frames and permit 
the insertion of DNA into any of these restriction 
sites. 40 

Various restriction fragments were excised 
from the recombinant clone, lambdaBHIO, which 
contains a 9 Kb long HTLV-III DNA insert in the 
Sstl site of the vector lambdagtWES lambdaB. 
These restriction fragments were them inserted into 45 
the ompA vectors at all three reading frames and 
used to transform E.coli JA221 cells. Transformants 
were first screened for HTLV-III DNA by in situ 
colony hybridization using nick-translated HTLvMli 
DNA probes. The positive clones were then 50 
screened for expression of HTLV-III antigenic pep- 
tides using HTLV-III specific antibodies. For this, 
lysates of E.coli cell containing HTLV-III DNA re- 
combinant plasmids were electrophoresed on 
12.5% SDS-polyacrylamide gel and electroblotted 55 
onto nitrocellulose filters The filters were then in- 
cubated first with well-characterized sera from 
AIDS patients and next with 125 Mabelled goat anti- 



human IgG antibodies- The washed filters were 
autoradiographed to identify peptides reactive with 
anti-HTLV-lll antibodies. 

Several gene segments that encode peptides 
shoring immunoreactivity with anti-HTLV-lll anti- 
bodies were demonstrated. Among these is a 1.1 
Kb EcoRI restriction fragment. This fragment was 
inserted into ompA vectors in all three reading 
frames (Figure 5). Cells were grown at 37* C in L 
broth containing 100mg/ml. ampicillin to an OD 600 
of 0.2. At this time, the cell cultures were divided 
into too aliquots. IPTG was added to one aliquot to 
a final concentration of 2mM (induced). IPTG was 
not added to the other aliquot (uninduced). Upon 
IPTG induction, transformants of all three plasmid 
constructs (designated OmpAi-R-6 (01 R6), O 
mpA2-R-7(02R7), and OmpA3-R-3 (03R3)) pro- 
duced a 15 Kd peptide that is strongly reactive with 
anti-HTLV-lll antibodies in sera from AIDS patients 
(Figure 6 lane 1, purified HTLV-III virions; lanes 2 
and 3, 01 R6 uninduced and induced; lanes 4 and 
5, 02R7 uninduced and induced; lanes 6 and 7 
03R3 uninduced and induced). This reactivity is not 
detected when sera from § normal individuals is 
used. 

DNA sequence data of the HTLV-III genome 
indicates that there is an open reading frame inside 
the pol gene located at the 5'-end of the EcoRI 
fragment. DNA sequence analysis of the three re- 
combinant constructs, 01 R6. 02R7 and P3R3, con- 
firmed that each of these recombinants has a dif- 
ferent reading frame of the HTLV-III plus strand 
coupled to the coding sequence of each vector. 
Only in 03R3 is the reading frame of the inserted 
DNA in phase with that set by the signal peptide in 
the ompA vector; in 01 R6 and 02R7 the pol gene 
segment DNA is out of phase (Figure 6a). " 

There is a 6 bp ribosome binding site, AAG- 
GAG (Shine-Dalgarno sequence), located at 
nucleotide position 24-29 and an initiation codon, 
ATG, located 11 bp downstream (position 41-43). 
The 15 Kd peptide synthesized by all three recom- 
binants appears to be translated from the tran- 
scripts using this internal initiation codon. If this is 
true, the peptide starts from the ATG located at 
position 41-43 and ends at the stop codon at 
position 446-448, producing a peptide of 135 amino 
acid residues encoded by the 3*-end segment of 
the pol gene of HTLV-III. 

In addition to the 15 Kd peptide, the 03R3 
construct, in which the reading frame of the HTLV- 
III DNA pol gene is in phase with that set by the 
vector, pToduced two additional peptides about 19 
Kd and 16.5 Kd in size (Figure 6). It is possible that 
the 19 Kd peptide contains an additional 35 amino 
acid residues, 21 of which are from the signal 
peptide encoded by the ompA3 vector and 14 
encoded by the inserted HTLV-III DNA itself. The 
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16.5 Kd peptide may be the processed 19 Kd 
peptide in which the signal peptide is cleaved. 

The 01 R6 and 02R7 constructs also produces 
another peptide of about 17.5 Kd (Figure 6) and 
weakly reactive with sera of AIDS patients. The 5 
origin of this peptide is not clear. The 1.1 Kb EcoRI 
fragment contains a second potential coding region 
designated as the short open reading frame (SOR) 
extending from nucleotide position 360 to 965 
(Figure 5). Four of the five AUG methionine codons io 
in this region are near the 5'-end of this open 
reading frame. This DNA segment could encode 
peptides of 192, 185, 177 or 164 amino acid resi- 
dues. However, there is no clearly recognizable 
ribosome binding site at the 5'-end of this open 75 
reading frame. 

Further evidence also supports the conclusion 
that the 15 Kd peptide is indeed derived from the 
pol gene. First, deletion of the 3*-end Stul to EcoRI 
fragment from the 1.1 Kb EcoRI insert from 01 R6, 20 
02R7 and 03R8 (Figure 5) does not affect the 
synthesis of the 15 Kd peptide. Second, clones 
containing only the 5'-end EcoRI to Ndel fragment 
still produce the same 15 Kd peptide. Finally, sev- 
eral recombinant clones containing various DNA 25 
fragments having the SOR coding sequence prop- 
erly inserted into the open reading frame cloning 
vector, pMR100, produced lambdaCI-HTLV-lll B- 
galactosidase tripartite fusion proteins which have 
very little immunoreactivity with anti-HTLV-lll anti- 30 
bodies present in sera from AIDS patients. 

Significant immunoreactivity against the 15 Kd 
peptide derived from the viral pol gene in sera from 
AIDS patients was detected.The identity of this 
immunoreactive peptide, with respect to the band- 35 
ing pattern of HTLV-lll virion antigen in SDS- 
polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis, was deter- 
mined by means of a competition inhibition im- 
munoassay. Purified HTLV-lll virions were treated 
with SDS, electrophoresed, and electroblotted onto aq 
a nitrocellulose filter. Identical filter strips contain- 
ing disrupted HTLV-lll virions were incubated with 
well characterized serum from an AIDS patient in 
the presence or absence of lysates of 01 R6, 
02R7, or control bacterial clones. The specific im- 45 
munoreaction between anti-HTLV-lll antibodies 
present in sera of the AIDS patients and the blotted 
virion proteins were then revealed by 125 l-labeled 
goat anti-human antibody. As shown in Figure 7, 
lysates of 01 R6 block the immunoreactivity of the 50 
viral. p31 protein with the AIDS serum, while lysates 
of control cells do not. This result suggests that the 
recombinant 15 Kd peptide encoded by 3'-end of 
the viral pol gene is also a part of another virion 
protein, p31, in contrast to the view shared by 55 
some that p31 is a cellular protein which co-purifies 
with HTLV-lll virions. 



The prevalence in the sera of AIDS patients of 
antibodies against the 15 Kd peptide was also 
evaluated. In Western blot analysis employing the 
lysate of 01 R6 as the source of antigen, a panel of 
coded sera from AIDS patients and normal healthy 
individuals was tested. All of the 20 AIDS sera and 
none of the 8 normal controls reacted with the 15 
Kd peptide. Representative results are shown in 
(Figure 8). These data indicate that most, if not all, 
AIDS patients produce antibodies against the viral 
p31 protein. 

Claims 

Claims for the following Contracting States : 
DE, GB, FR, IT, NL, SE, CH, LI, BE, LU 

1.. HTLV-lll polypeptide expressed by cells trans- 
formed with a recombinant vector containing 
HTLV-lll DNA, said polypeptide being im- 
munoreactive with sera of individuals with ac- 
quired immunodeficiency syndrome or sera 
containing antibodies to HTLV-lll; wherein said 
HTLV-lll DNA is (a) an EcoRI restriction frag- 
ment of approximately 1.1 Kb, and having a 
nucleotide sequence extending from approxi- 
mately nucleotide 4228 to approximately 
nucleotide 5327 of the HTLV-lll DNA as shown 
in Figure 3; or (b) an equivalent of said DNA 
that encodes an immunologically functional 
equivalent of said polypeptide. 

2. An isolated DNA as defined in claim 1(a) or 
(b) encoding a polypeptide according to claim 
1. 

3. A recombinant vector containing HTLV-lll DNA 
as defined in claim 1(a) or (b) and capable 
upon insertion into a host cell, of expressing a 
polypeptide according to claim 1 . 

4. pMR 100 vector containing HTLV-lll DNA as 
defined in claim 1(a) or (b) and capable upon 
insertion into a host cell, of expressing a poly- 
peptide according to claim 1 . 

5. A hybrid protein comprising a polypeptide ac- 
cording to claim 1 linked to an indicator poly- 
peptide e.g. beta-galactosidase. 

6- A DNA probe comprising a DNA sequence 
essentially homologous to the DNA as defined 
in claim 1(a) or (b) which encodes a polypep- 
tide according to claim 1. 

7. A method of producing a polypeptide accord- 
ing to claim 1 , comprising the steps of: 

(a) cleaving HTLV-lll DNA to produce DNA 
fragments; 
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(b) inserting the DNA fragments into an 
expression vector to form a recombinant 
vector; 

(c) transforming an appropriate host cell 
with the recombinant vector; and 5 

(d) culturing the transformed host cell under 
conditions sufficient for expression of the 
polypeptide encoded for by the inserted 
HTLV-III DNA. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the 
cleaving step comprises: 

(a) digesting the HTLV-III DNA with restric- 
tion endonucleases to produce restriction 
fragments of DNA, or 75 

(b) shearing the HTLV-III DNA to produce 
DNA fragments. 

9. A method according to claim 7 or claim 8, 
wherein the expression vector is pMR 100. 20 

10. Monoclonal antibody specifically reactive with 
a polypeptide according to claim 1 . 

11. An immunoassay for the detection of HTLV-III 25 
employing antibody according to claim 10. 

12. A sandwich type immunoradiometric assay for 
the detection of HTLV-III employing an immo- 
bilized antibody according to claim 10, which 30 
reacts with HTLV-III polypeptide and a soluble 
antibody according to claim 10, which reacts 

with HTLV-III polypeptide. 

13. An assay kit comprising an antibody according 35 
to claim 10, which reacts specifically with 
HTLV-III polypeptide bound to a solid phase 

and a labeled soluble antibody according to 
claim 10, which reacts specifically with HTLV- 
III polypeptide. 40 

14. An in vitro method of detecting antibodies 
against HTLV-III in a bodily fiuld comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) contacting an immunoadsorbent com- 45 
prising a polypeptide according to claim 1 
bound to a solid phase, with a bodily fluid 

until antibodies against HTLV-III polypeptide 
in the bodily fluid bind the solid phase poly- 
peptide; 50 

(b) separating the immunoadsorbent from 
the bodily fluid; 

(c) contacting the immunoadsorbent with a 
labeled polypeptide according to claim 1 or 
labeled antibody against human im- 55 
munoglobulin; and 

(d) determining the amount of labeled poly- 
peptide bound to immunoadsorbent as an 



indication of antibody to HTLV-III. 

15. A kit for determining the presence of antibody 
against HTLV-III in a bodily fluid comprising: 

(a) an immunoadsorbent comprising HTLV- 
III polypeptide according to claim 1 bound 
to a solid phase; and 

(b) labeled HTLV-III polypeptide according 
to claim 1 or a labeled antibody against 
human immunoglobulin. 

16. A method of detecting HTLV-III nucleic acid in 
a bodily fluid (e.g. a cell lysate) comprising the 
steps of: 

(a) adsorbing the nucleic acid in a bodily 
fluid onto an adsorbent; 

(b) denaturing the adsorbed nucleic acid; 

(c) contacting the adsorbed nucleic acid 
with an HTLV-III DNA probe according to 
claim 6; and 

(d) determining if the probe hybridizes with 
the adsorbed nucleic acid. 

17. A hybridoma cell line which produces antibody 
specifically reactive with an HTLV-III polypep- 
tide according to claim 1 . 

18. A polypeptide according to claim 1, for use in 
therapy e.g. vaccination. 

19. Use of monoclonal antibodies according to 
claim 10, for the manufacture of a medicament 
for use in immunotherapy against acquired im- 
munodeficiency syndrome. 

20. Use of a polypeptide according to claim 1 for 
the manufacture of a medicament for use in 
vaccination against acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome. 

Claims for the following Contracting State : AT 

1. A method of producing a polypeptide ex- 
pressed by cells transformed with a recom- 
binant vector containing HTLV-III DNA, said 
polypeptide being immunoreactive with sera of 
individuals with acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome or sera containing antibodies to 
HTLV-III; wherein said HTLV-III DNA is (a) an 
EcoRI restriction fragment of approximately 1 .1 
Kb, and having a nucleotide sequence extend- 
ing from approximately nucleotide 4228 to ap- 
proximately nucleotide 5327 of the HTLV-III 
DNA as shown in Figure 3; or (b) an equivalent 
of said DNA that encodes an immunologically 
functional equivalent of said polypeptide com- 
prising the steps of: 
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(i) cleaving HTLV-HI DNA to produce DNA 
fragments; 

(ii) inserting the DNA fragments into an ex- 
pression vector to form a recombinant vec- 
tor; 5 

(iii) transforming an appropriate host cell 
with the recombinant vector; and 

(iv) culturing the transformed host cell under 
conditions sufficient for expression of the 
polypeptide encoded for by the inserted w 
HTLV-III DNA. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
cleaving step comprises: 

(a) digesting the HTLV-III DNA with restric- 75 
tion endonucleases to produce restriction 
fragments of DNA, or 

(b) shearing the HTLV-III DNA to produce 
DNA fragments. 

20 

3. A method according to claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein the expression vector is pMR 100. 

4. An immunoassay for the detection of HTLV-III 
employing an antibody eg. a monoclonal anti- 25 
body specifically reactive with a polypeptide 
produced according to the method of claim 1 . 

5. A sandwich type immunoradiometric assay for 

the detection of HTLV-III employing an immo- 30 
bilized antibody as defined in claim 4, which 
reacts with HTLV-III polypeptide and a soluble 
antibody as defined in claim 4, which reacts 
with HTLV-III polypeptide. 

35 

6. An assay involving the use of a kit comprising 
an antibody as defined in claim 4, which reacts 
specifically with HTLV-III polypeptide bound to 
a solid phase and a labeled soluble antibody 

as defined in claim 4, which reacts specifically 40 
with HTLV-III polypeptide. 

7. An in vitro method of detecting antibodies 
against HTLV-III in a bodily fluid comprising 

the steps of: 45 

(a) contacting an immunoadsorbent com- 
prising a polypeptide as defined in claim 1 
bound to a solid phase, with a bodily fluid 
until antibodies against HTLV-III polypeptide 

in the bodily fluid bind the solid phase poly- 50 
peptide; 

(b) separating the immunoadsorbent from 
the bodily fluid; 

(c) contacting the immunoadsorbent with a 
labeled polypeptide as defined in claim 1 or 55 
labeled antibody against human im- 
munoglobulin; and 



(d) determining the amount of labeled poly- 
peptide bound to an immunoadsorbent as 
an indication of antibody to HTLV-III. 

8. An assay for determining the presence of anti- 
body against HTLV-III in a bodily fluid involving 
the use of a kit comprising: 

(a) an immunoadsorbent comprising HTLV- 
HI polypeptide as defined in claim 1 bound 
to a solid phase; and 

(b) labeled HTLV-III polypeptide as defined 
in claim 1 or a labeled antibody against 
human immunoglobulin. 

9. A method of detecting HTLV-III nucleic acid in 
an bodily fluid (e.g. a cell lysate) comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) adsorbing the nucleic acid in a bodily 
fluid onto an adsorbent; 

(b) denaturing the adsorbed nucleic acid; 

(c) contacting the adsorbed nucleic acid 
with an HTLV-III DNA probe comprising a 
DNA sequence essentially homologous to 
the DNA as defined in claim 1 (a) or (b); 

(d) determining if the probe hybridizes with 
the adsorbed nucleic acid. 

10. Use of monoclonal antibodies as defined in 
claim 4, for the manufacture of a medicament 
for use in immunotherapy against acquired im- 
munodeficiency syndrome. 

11. Use of a polypeptide as defined in claim 1 for 
the manufacture of a medicament for use in 
vaccination against acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome. 

PatentansprUche 

Patentanspruche fur folgende Vertragsstaaten 
: DE, GB, FR, IT, NL, SE, CH, LI, BE, LU 

1. HTLV-lll-Polypeptid, exprimiert von Zellen, die 
mit einem rekombinanten Vektor transformiert 
wurden, der HTLV-III DNA enthalt, wobei das 
Polypeptid in bezug auf Seren von Personen 
mit erworbenem Immundefektsyndrom oder 
Seren mit Antikorpern gegen HTLV-III immuno- 
logisch reaktiv ist; wobei die HTLV-III DNA (a) 
ein EcoRI Restriktionsfragment von ungefahr 
1,1 Kb darstellt und eine Nukleotidsequenz 
aufweist, die sich ungefahr vom Nukleotid 
4228 aus bis ungefahr zum Nukleotid 5327 der 
HTLV-HI DNA gemaB Figur 3 erstreckt; oder 
(b) ein Equivalent der genannten DNA darstellt, 
das fur ein immunologisch funktionelles Equi- 
valent des Polypeptids kodiert. 
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2. Isolierte DNA gemaB Anspruch 1 (a) Oder (b), 
die fur ein Polypeptid nach Anspruch 1 kodiert. 

3. Rekombinationsvektor, der HTLV-lll DNA ge- 
maB Anspruch 1 (a) Oder (b) enthalt und nach 5 
Insertion in eine Wirtszelle zur Expression ei- 

nes Polypeptids nach Anspruch 1 in der Lage 
ist. 

4. pMR 100 Vektor, der HTLV-lll DNA gemaB w 
Anspruch 1 (a) Oder (b) enthalt und nach Inser- 
tion in eine Wirtszelle zur Expression eines 
Polypeptids nach Anspruch 1 in der Lage ist. 

5. Hybridprotein, das ein Polypeptid gemaB An- 75 
spruch 1 enthalt, welches mit einem Indikator- 
polypeptid wie z. B. Beta-Galactosidase ver- 
bunden ist. 

6. DNA-Sonde, die eine DNA-Sequenz enthalt, 20 
welche im wesentiichen homolog zu der fUr ein 
Polypeptid nach Anspruch 1 kodierenden DNA 
gemaB Anspruch 1 (a) Oder (b) ist. 

7. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines Polypeptids 25 
gemaB Anspruch 1 , das folgende Schritte auf- 
weist: 

(a) Schneiden der HTLV-lll DNA zur Herstel- 
lung von DNA-Fragmenten; 

(b) EinfUgen der DNA-Fragmente in einen 30 
Expressionsvektor zur Herstellung eines Re- 
kombinationsvektors; 

(c) Transformieren einer geeigneten Wirts- 
zelle mit dem Rekombinationsvektor; und 

(d) Kultivieren der transform ierten Wirtszelle 35 
unter Bedingungen, geeignet zur Expression 

des Polypeptids, fur das die inserierte 
HTLV-lll DNA kodiert. 

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei der 40 
Schneide-Schritt beinhaltet: 

(a) Schneiden der HTLV-lll DNA mittels Re- 
striktionsendonukleasen zur Herstellung von 
Restriktionsfragmenten der DNA oder 

(b) Scheren der HTLV-lll DNA zur Herstel- 45 
lung von DNA-Fragmenten. 

9. Verfahren nach Anspruch 7 oder Anspruch 8, 
wobei der Expressionsvektor pMR 100 ist. 

50 

10. Monoklonaler Antikorper. der gegenuber einem 
Polypeptid gemaB Anspruch 1 spezifisch ist. 

11. Immuntest zum Nachweis von HTLV-lll, bei 
dem Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 10 eingesetzt 55 
werden. 



12. Sandwichartiger immunradiometrischer Test 
zum Nachweis von HTLV-lll, bei dem ein im- 
mobilisierter Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 10, 
der mit HTLV-lll-Polypeptid reagiert, und ein 
loslicher Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 10, der 
mit HTLV-lll-Polypeptid reagiert, eingesetzt 
werden. 

13. Testsystem, enthaltend einen Antikorper ge- 
maB Anspruch 10, der spezifisch mit HTLV-IH- 
Polypeptid reagiert, das an eine feste Phase 
gebunden ist, sowie einen markierten loslichen 
Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 10, der spezifisch 
mit HTLV-lll-Polypeptid reagiert. . 

14. In-vitro- Verfahren zum Nachweis von Antikor- 
pern gegen HTLV-lll in Korperflussigkeit. das 
folgende Schritte aufweist: 

(a) Kontaktieren eines Immunadsorbens, 
- das Polypeptid gemaB Anspruch 1 aufweist 

und an eine feste Phase gebunden ist, mit 
einer Korperflussigkeit bis Antikorper gegen 
HTLV-lll-Polypeptid in der Korperflussigkeit 
an das Polypeptid der festen Phase binden; 

(b) Trennen des Immunadsorbens von der 
Korperflussigkeit; 

(c) Kontaktieren des Immunadsorbens mit 
markiertem Polypeptid gemaB Anspruch 1 
oder markiertem Antikorper gegen mensch- 
liches Immunglobulin; und 

(d) Bestimmen der Menge des markierten 
Polypeptids, das an das Immunadsorbens 
gebunden ist, als Nachweis von Antikorpern 
gegen HTLV-lll. 

15. System zum Nachweis des Vorhandenseins 
von Antikorpern gegen HTLV-lll in Korperflus- 
sigkeit enthaltend: 

(a) ein Immunadsorbens, das HTLV-lll-Poly- 
peptid gemaB Anspruch 1 enthalt, welches 
an eine feste Phase gebunden ist; und 

(b) markiertes HTLV-lll-Polypeptid gemaB 
Anspruch 1 oder einen markierten Antikor- 
per gegen menschliches Immunglobulin. 

16. Verfahren zum Nachweis von HTLV-lll-Nuklein- 
saure in Korperflussigkeit (z.B. einem Zelly- 
sat), das folgende Schritte aufweist: 

(a) Adsorbieren der in Korperflussigkeit ent- 
haltenen Nukleinsaure auf einem Adsor- 
bens; 

(b) Denaturieren der adsorbierten Nuklein- 
saure; 

(c) Kontaktieren der adsorbierten Nuklein- 
saure mit einer HTLV-lll DNA-Sonde gemaB 
Anspruch 6; und 

(d) Nachweisen, ob die Sonde mit der ad- 
sorbierten Nukleinsaure hybridisiert. 
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17. Hybridoma-Zellinie, die Antikorper produziert, 
welche gegenuber einem HTLV-lll-Polypeptid 
gemaB Anspruch 1 spezifisch sind. 

18. Polypeptid gemaB Anspaich 1 zur therapeuti- 5 
schen Verwendung, z. B. zur Impfung. 

19. Verwendung monoklonaler Antikorper gemaB 
Anspruch 10 zur Herstellung eines Arzneimit- 

tets zur Verwendung bei der Immuntherapie io 
von erworbenem Immundefektsyndrom. 

20. Verwendung eines Polypeptids gemaB An- 
spruch 1 zur Herstellung eines Arzneimittels 

zur Verwendung bei der Impfung gegen erwor- 75 
benes Immundefektsyndrom. 

Patentanspruche fur folgenden Vertragsstaat : 
AT 

20 

1. Verfahren zur Herstellung eines HTLV-lll-Poly- 
peptids, exprimiert von Zellen, die mit einem 
rekombinanten Vektor transformiert wurden, 
der HTLV-III DNA enthalt, wobei das Polypep- 
tid in bezug auf Seren von Personen mit er- 25 
worbenem Immundefektsyndrom Oder Seren 

mit Antikorpern gegen HTLV-III immunologisch 
reaktiv ist; wobei die HTLV-III DNA (a) ein 
EcoRI Restriktionsfragment von ungefahr 1,1 
Kb darstellt und eine Nukleosequenz aufweist, 30 
die sich ungefahr vom Nukleotid 4228 aus bis 
ungefahr zum Nukleotid 5327 der HTLV-III 
DNA gemaB Figur 3 erstreckt; Oder (b) ein 
Aquivalent der genannten DNA darstellt, das 
fur ein immunologisch funktionelles Aquivalent 35 
des Polypeptids kodiert, wobei folgende Schrit- 
te vorgesehen sind: 

(i) Schneiden der HTLV-III DNA zur Herstel- 
lung von DNA-Fragmenten; 

(ii) Einfugen der DNA-Fragmente in einen 40 
Expressionsvektor zur Herstellung eines Re- 
kombinationsvektors; 

(iii) Transformieren einer geeigneten Wirts- 
zelle mit dem Rekombinationsvektor; und 

(iv) Kultivieren der transformierten Wirtszelle 45 
unter Bedingungen, geeignet zur Expression 

des Polypeptids, fUr das die inserierte 
HTLV-III DNA kodiert. 

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der 50 
Schneide-Schritt beinhaltet: 

(a) Schneiden der HTLV-III DNA mittels Re- 
striktionsendonukleasen zur Herstellung von 
Restriktionsfragmenten der DNA oder 

(b) Scheren der HTLV-III DNA zur Herstel- 55 
lung von DNA-Fragmenten. 



3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 Oder Anspruch 2, 
wobei der Expressionsvektor pMR 100 ist. 

4. Immuntest zum Nachweis von HTLV-III, bei 
dem ein Antikorper, wie z.B. ein monoklonaler 
Antikorper, eingesetzt wird, der spezifisch ist 
gegeniiber einem gemaB dem Verfahren nach 
Anspruch 1 hergestellten Polypeptid. 

5. Sandwichartiger immunradiometrischer Test 
zum Nachweis von HTLV-III, bei dem ein im- 
mobilisierter Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 4, 
der mit HTLV-lll-Polypeptid reagiert, und ein 
loslicher Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 4, der 
mit HTLV-lll-Polypeptid reagiert, eingesetzt 
werden. 

6. Test unter Verwendung eines Systems, das 
einen Antikorper gemaB Anspruch 4 enthalt, 
der spezifisch ist gegenuber HTLV-lll-Polypep- 
tid, welches an eine teste Phase gebunden ist, 
und das einen markierten loslichen Antikorper 
gemaB Anspruch 4 enthalt, der spezifisch ist 
gegenuber HTLV-lll-Pplypeptid. 

7. In-vitro- Verfahren zum Nachweis von Antikor- 
pern gegen HTLV-III in Korperflussigkeit, das 
folgende Schritte aufweist: 

(a) Kontaktieren eines Immunadsorbens, 
das Polypeptid gemaB Anspruch 1 aufweist 
und an eine teste Phase gebunden ist, mit 
einer Korperflussigkeit bis Antikorper gegen 
HTLV-lll-Polypeptid in der KorperflOssigkeit 
an das Polypeptid der festen Phase binden; 

(b) Trennen des Immunadsorbens von der 
Korperflussigkeit; 

(c) Kontaktieren des Immunadsorbens mit 
markiertem Polypeptid gemaB Anspruch 1 
oder markiertem Antikorper gegen mensch- 
liches Immunglobulin; und 

(d) Bestimmen der Menge des markierten 
Polypeptids, das an das Immunadsorbens 
gebunden ist. als Nachweis von Antikorpern 
gegen HTLV-III. 

8. Test zum Nachweis des Vorhandenseins von 
Antikorpern gegen HTLV-III in KorperflOssig- 
keit unter Verwendung eines Systems enthal- 
tend: 

(a) ein Immunadsorbens, das HTLV-lll-Poly- 
peptid gemaB Anspruch 1 enthalt, welches 
an eine feste Phase gebunden ist; und 

(b) markiertes HTLV-lll-Polypeptid gemaB 
Anspruch 1 Oder einen markierten Antikor- 
per gegen menschliches Immunglobulin. 

9. Verfahren zum Nachweis von HTLV-lll-Nuklein- 
saure in Korperflussigkeit (z.B. einem Zelly- 
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sat), das folgende Schritte aufweist: 

(a) Adsorbieren der in Korperflussigkeit ent- 
haltenen Nukleinsaure auf einem Adsor- 
bens; 

(b) Denaturieren der adsorbierten Nuklein- 5 
saure; 

(c) Kontaktieren der adsorbierten Nuklein- 
saure mit einer HTLV-III DNA-Sonde gemaC 
Anspruch 1 (a) Oder (b); und 

(d) Nachweisen, ob die Sonde mit der ad- 10 
sorbierten Nukleinsaure hybridisiert. 

10. Verwendung monoklonaler Antikorper gemSC 
Anspruch 4 zur Herstellung eines Arzneimittels 

zur Verwendung bei der Immuntherapie von 75 
erworbenem Immundefektsyndrom. 

11. Verwendung eines Polypeptids gemaB An- 
spruch 1 zur Herstellung eines Arzneimittels 

zur Verwendung bei der Impfung gegen erwor- 20 
benes Immundefektsyndrom. 

Revendications 

Revendications pour les Etats contractants 
suivants : DE, GB, FR, IT, NL, SE, CH, LI, BE, LU 25 

1. Polypeptide de HTLV-III (virus de la leucSmie 
humaine a lymphocytes T) exprime par des 
cellules transformers par un vecteur recombi- 

ne" contenant I'ADN de HTLV-III, ledit polypep- 30 
tide etant immunoreactif avec les serums d'in- 
dividus atteints du syndrome dMmmunodefi- 
cience acquise ou avec des serums contenant 
des anticorps anti-HTLV-lll, ledit ADN de 
HTLV-III etant (a) un fragment de restriction de 35 
EcoRI d'environ 1,1 kilobases, comportant une 
sequence de nucleotides qui s'etend approxi- 
mativement du nucleotide 4228 au nucleotide 
5327 de I'ADN de HTLV-III tel que represent^ 
sur la fig. 3, ou (b) un Equivalent dudit ADN qui 40 
code pour un equivalent immunologiquement 
fonctionnel dudit polypeptide. 

2. ADN isole tel que defini dans la revendication 

1(a) ou (b), codant pour un polypeptide selon 45 
la revendication 1 . 

3. Vecteur recombine, contenant I'ADN de HTLV- 
III tel que defini dans la revendication 1(a) ou 

(b) et capable, lorsqu'il est insere dans une so 
cellule note, d'exprimer un polypeptide selon 
la revendication 1 . 

4. Vecteur pMR 100, contenant I'ADN de HTLV-III 

tel que defini dans la revendication 1(a) ou (b) 55 
et capable, lorsqu'il est inseVe* dans une cellule 
note, d'exprimer un polypeptide selon la re- 
vendication 1. 



5. Proteine hybride, comprenant un polypeptide 
selon la revendication 1 rattache* a un polypep- 
tide indicateur, par exemple la /S-galactosidase. 

6. Sonde a ADN, comprenant une sequence 
d'ADN essentiellement homologue de I'ADN 
tel que defini dans la revendication 1 (a) ou (b), 
qui code pour un polypeptide selon la revendi- 
cation 1. 

7. Procede de preparation d'un polypeptide selon 
la revendication 1, comprenant les etapes 
consistant: 

(a) a couper de I'ADN de HTLV-III pour 
. produire des fragments d'ADN; 

(b) a inserer les fragments d'ADN dans un 
vecteur d'expression pour former un vecteur 
recombine ; 

(c) a transformer une cellule note appro- 
priee avec le vecteur recombine; et 

(d) a cultiver la cellule note transformed 
dans des conditions adequates pour I'ex- 
pression du polypeptide pour lequel code 
I'ADN de HTLV-III insere. 

8. Procede selon la revendication 7, dans lequel 
I'etape de coupure consiste 

(a) a mettre a digerer I'ADN de HTLV-III 
avec une endonuclease de restriction pour 
produire des fragments de restriction 
d'ADN, ou 

(b) a couper I'ADN de HTLV-III pour produi- 
re des fragments d'ADN. 

9. Procede selon la revendication 7 ou 8, dans 
lequel le vecteur d'expression est pMR 100. 

10. Anticorps monoclonal reagissant specifique- 
ment avec un polypeptide selon la revendica- 
tion 1. 

11. Essai immunologique pour la detection de 
HTLV-III, au moyen d'un anticorps selon la 
revendication 10. 

12. Essai immunoradiometrique du type en sand- 
wich pour la detection de HTLV-III, au moyen 
d'un anticorps immobilise selon la revendica- 
tion 10 qui reagit avec le polypeptide de 
HTLV-III, et d'un anticorps soluble selon la 
revendication 10 qui reagit avec le polypeptide 
de HTLV-III. 

13. Necessaire d'essai, comprenant un anticorps 
selon la revendication 10 qui reagit specifique- 
ment avec le polypeptide de HTLV-III fixe sur 
une phase solide, et un anticorps soluble mar- 
que selon la revendication 10 qui reagit speci- 
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fiquement avec le polypeptide de HTLV-III. 

14. Procede in vitro de detection d'anticorps anti- 
HTLV-III dans un fluide corporel, comprenant 

les etapes consistant 5 

(a) a mettre un immuno-adsorbant, compre- 
nant un polypeptide selon la revendication 1 
fixe sur une phase solide, en contact avec 
un fluide corporel jusqu'a de ce que les 
anticorps anti-polypeptide de HTLV-III 10 
contenus dans le fluide corporel fixent le 
polypeptide en phase solide; 

(b) a sSparer I'immuno-adsorbant du fluide 
corporel; 

(c) a mettre I'immuno-adsorbant en contact 75 
avec un polypeptide marque" selon la reven- 
dication 1 ou un anticorps marque anti-im- 
munoglobuline humaine; et 

(d) a determiner la quantite de polypeptide 
marque* qui est fixee a I'immuno-adsorbant, 20 
en tant qu'indication de la presence de I'an- 
ticorps anti-HTLV-lll. 

15. Necessaire pour la determination de la presen- 
ce d'anticorps anti-HTLV-lll dans un fluide cor- 25 
porel, comprenant: 

(a) un immuno-adsorbant comprenant le po- 
lypeptide de HTLV-III selon la revendication 
1 , fixe sur une phase solide; et 

(b) le polypeptide de HTLV-III marque selon 30 
la revendication 1 ou un anticorps marque 
anti-immunoglobuline humaine. 

16. Procede de detection d'acide nucleique de 
HTLV-III dans un fluide corporel (par exemple 35 
un lysat de cellules), comprenant les etapes 
consistant: 

(a) a adsorber sur un adsorbant I'acide nu- 
cleique contenu dans un fluide corporel; 

(b) a denaturer I'acide nucleique adsorbe; aq 

(c) a mettre I'acide nucleique adsorbe en 
contact avec une sonde d'ADN de HTLV-III 
selon la revendication 6; et 

(d) a determiner si la sonde est hybrid£e 
avec I'acide nucleique adsorbe. 45 

17. Lign£e de cellules hybridomes qui produit un 
anticorps reagissant specifiquement avec un 
polypeptide de HTLV-III selon la revendication 

1. 50 

18. Polypeptide selon la revendication 1, utilisable 
en therapie, par exemple en vaccination. 

19. Utilisation d'anticorps monoclonaux selon la re- 55 
vendication 10 pour la preparation d'un medi- 
cament utilisable en immunotherapie contre le 
syndrome d'immunodeficience acquise. 



20. Utilisation d'un polypeptide selon la revendica- 
tion 1 pour la preparation d'un medicament 
utilisable dans la vaccination contre !e syndro- 
me d'immunodeficience acquise. 

Revendications pour PEtat contractant suivant 
: AT 

1. Procede de preparation d'un polypeptide expri- 
me par des cellules transformees par un vec- 
teur recombine contenant I'ADN de HTLV-III, 
ledit polypeptide etant immunoreactif avec les 
serums d'individus atteints du syndrome d'im- 
munodeficience acquise ou avec des serums 
contenant des anticorps anti-HTLV-lll, ledit 
ADN de HTLV-III etant (a) un fragment de 
restriction de EcoRI d'environ 1,1 kilobases, 
comportant une sequence de nucleotides qui 
s'etend approximativement du nucleotide 4228 
au nucleotide 5327 de I'ADN de HTLV-III tel 
que represente sur la fig. 3, ou (b) un equiva- 
lent dudit ADN qui code pour un equivalent 
immunologiquement fonctionnel dudit polypep- 
tide, comprenant les etapes consistant: 

(i) a couper de I'ADN de HTLV-III pour 
produire des fragments d'ADN; 

(ii) a inserer les fragments d'ADN dans un 
vecteur d'expression pour former un vecteur 
recombine; 

(iii) a transformer une cellule note appro- 
priee avec le vecteur recombine; et 

(iv) a cultiver la cellule note transformee 
dans des conditions adequates pour I'ex- 
pression du polypeptide pour lequel code 
I'ADN de HTLV-III insere. 

2. Procede selon la revendication 1, dans lequel 
retape de coupure consiste 

(a) a mettre a digerer I'ADN de HTLV-III 
avec une endonuciease de restriction pour 
produire des fragments de restriction 
d'ADN, ou 

(b) a couper I'ADN de HTLV-III pour produi- 
re des fragments d'ADN. 

3. Procede selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans 
lequel le vecteur d'expression est pMR 100. 

4. Essai immunologique pour la detection de 
HTLV-III, au moyen d'un anticorps, par exem- 
ple d'un anticorps monoclonal reagissant spe- 
cifiquement avec un polypeptide produit par le 
procede selon la revendication 1 . 

5. Essai immunoradiometrique du type en sand- 
wich pour la detection de HTLV-III, au moyen 
d'un anticorps immobilise tel que defini dans la 
revendication 4 qui reagit avec le polypeptide 
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de HTLV-III, et d'un anticorps soluble tel que 
defini dans la revendication 4 qui reagit avec le 
polypeptide de HTLV-III. 

6. Essai faisant intervenir Putilisation d'un neces- 5 
saire comprenant un anticorps tel que defini 
dans la revendication 4 qui reagit specifique- 
ment avec le polypeptide de HTLV-III fixe sur 

une phase solide, et un anticorps soluble mar- 
que tel que defini dans la revendication 4 qui w 
reagit specifiquement avec le polypeptide de 
HTLV-III. 

7. Procede in vitro de detection d'anticorps anti- 
HTLV-lll dans un fluide corporel, comprenant 75 
les etapes consistant 

(a) a mettre un immuno-adsorbant, compre- 
nant un polypeptide selon la revendication 1 
fixe" sur une phase solide, en contact avec 

un fluide corporel jusqu'a de ce que les 20 
anticorps anti-polypeptide de HTLV-III 
contenus dans le fluide corporel fixent le 
polypeptide en phase solide; 

(b) a separer I'immuno-adsorbant du fluide 
corporel; 25 

(c) a mettre I'immuno-adsorbant en contact 
avec un polypeptide marque selon ia reven-. 
dication 1 ou un anticorps marque" anti-im- 
munoglobuline humaine; et 

(d) a determiner la quantity de polypeptide 30 
marque* qui est fixee a I'immuno-adsorbant, 

en tant qu'indication de la presence de I'an- 
ticorps anti-HTLV-lll. 

8. " Essai pour la determination de la presence 35 

d'anticorps anti-HTLV-lll dans un fluide corpo- 
rel, faisant intervenir un necessaire compre- 
nant: 

(a) un immuno-adsorbant comprenant le po- 
lypeptide de HTLV-III tel que defini dans la 40 
revendication 1, fixe sur une phase solide; 

et 

(b) le polypeptide de HTLV-III marque tel 
que defini dans la revendication 1 ou un 
anticorps marque anti-immunoglobuline hu- 45 
maine. 

9. Procede de detection d'acide nucleique de 
HTLV-III dans un fluide corporel (par exemple 

un lysat de cellules), comprenant les etapes 50 
consistant: 

(a) a adsorber sur un adsorbant I'acide nu- 
cleique contenu dans un fluide corporel; 

(b) a denaturer I'acide nucleique adsorbe; 

(c) a mettre I'acide nucleique adsorbe en 55 
contact avec une sonde d'ADN de HTLV-III 
comprenant une sequence d'ADN essentiel- 
lement homologue de I'ADN tel que defini 



dans la revendication 1 (a) ou (b); et 

(d) a determiner si la sonde est hybridee 

avec I'acide nucleique adsorbe. 

10. Utilisation d'anticorps monoclonaux selon la re- 
vendication 4 pour la preparation d'un medica- 
ment utilisable en immunotherapie contre le 
syndrome d'immunodeficience acquise. 

11. Utilisation d'un polypeptide selon la revendica- 
tion 1 pour la preparation d'un medicament 
utilisable dans la vaccination contre le syndro- 
me d'immunodeficience acquise. 
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•WCICOTIW AMINO 
POSITION ACID 
ACS I DUE 

H — UJ 

JJJ^ C TOCAAOCCCTAATTCACTCCCAACOAACACfcACA -*20 

(Im HI) 

»" ,D TAT CCTTMTCTCTGGATCTACCACACACAA«*TA^^ _j, 5 

C -* - AG- 

S A ^I^^CTC^TTTGCATCCTCCTA^ - 27o 

^*^^CACCAOCTTCTTA^^ . |f$ 

TATA 

BOX Pvu II VI— I 

'JJi 8 *^5^5^ tcct «:atataagcagctcctttttocctctact 

r- * 1 Q 1 II S.t — - 

ihio gggtctctctggttagaccagatctgagcctgcgagctc 39 

MXI2 Hind IXI R , U5 tctgcctaactagogaacccactgcttaaocctcaa 73 

nxiz taaa cttgccttgagtgcttcaagtagtgtgtocccgtctgttctgtgactctogtaactacagatccctcaga ISO 

M«2 CCCT T rTACTCAGTGTGOAAAATCTCT AGCACTGGCGCCCGAACAGGGACCTOAAAOCGAAAGGGAAACCA 221 
iKs 0 S^ISISI^^^CTCOCCTTGCTGAAGCWGCACC^AAW 294 

1H 10 CCAAAAATTTTGACTAO^GGAGGCTAGAAG^AGAGAGATGGOTG^ J7 , 

tK5 ^ClyAUAroAUS.rV«ll»„S«rGlyGIyGIuL«« 15 

BH10 AGATCGATGCGAAAAAATTCGGTTAAGCCCAGGGWAAAGAA 444 

AN 10 CAGGGAGCTAGAACGATTCOCACTTAATCCTGGCCTCTTAGAAACATCAOAAGOCTOTAGACAAATACTOGOACA *7 1 

AH 10 
1M3 

1H 10 GCATCAAAGCATAGAGATAAAAGACACCAAGuAAGCTTTAuai i ir.inr.nr.irxi.iin . * » - ? , 



J^*5^*5**^^ ^*0*TCAT T AT ATAATACAGT AOCAACCCTCTATTOTCT 39* 



ah id *aa*ccacagcaaocagcwtcacacacgacacagcagtcaggtca" 7w 

IN10 - 

»H3 -i™iiri-™ii™rr™™i"T™?*[?l?i^ 163 



^rf ^r9^**i^^^*^*^^*®^^*^*^^*^^^*^*^^^^***^^*^C^TAAAAGTAGTAGAAGAGAAGGC A2l 

T I TCACC E CA 2 AACTAATACCCATCTTTTCACC * TT *^^ AM 



AM 10 TAGAGTACATCCAGTKATOCAGGCCCTAT7GCACCAGGCCAGATGAGAG4ACCAAOGGOAACTCACATAOCAGG 1044 
IN 10 AJC*JGGATAATCCTGGGATTAAATAAAATAGTAAGAATGTATAOCCCTACCAGCATTCTOGACATAAGACAAGO i t«A 

,„ 5 -!:£:zi!:Ii:i:!f?irL^ 



A7G.J 
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IN to ACCAAAACAACCTTTTAGAG4CTATGTAGACCTOTTCTATA l27l 

i H5 --[®.Ig-----c-— ^^!?Ill!!i A !^? p ^ T ^ rl y ,Thrl * wAr o* 1 * c ^ G i'»**» s « r ci»>G)uv«j 3 13 

»H10 AAAAAATTGGATGACAGAAACCTTGTTCGTCCAAAATGCGAACCCAGATTGTAAGACTATtTtAAAAOCATTGGG 1346 

1H1C *CCAGCC^CTACACT AGAAGAAATGATGACACCATGTCAGCGAGT AGCAGGACCCGGCCATAAGCCAAGAGTTTT 1421 

feM3 T A-i «d >r »0 X 2 %^V» 1 CI v»».-oCl i J «A.^<>V« J L *v 36 3 

1H10 GGCT GAAGCAATCAGCC AAGT AACAAATACAGCT ACCA T AATCATGCAGACAGGCAATTTTAGGAACCAAAOAAA |4f< 

| H5 *C T A1 * T# ^'" 1 1 •**»4i PV»4r 01 r« A i- 1 R W« A r oA C 1 p« A 0 V« 38* 

S«rThr 

IH 10 GA1 GGTT AACTCTT TCAAT TGTGGCAAAGAAGGGCACACAGCC4GAAATTGCAGGGCCCCTAGGAAAAAGGGCTG 157 1 

H»tV«Uv»Cy»Ph»A%*>Cy»Clvly»GluGJvHUThrAl»AroA»oCy»ArQA]»ProArglv»tY»GlyCv» 4 13 
T A A A GA 

\ ~Dir»c* R«p«»t | ( pot Bol II 

IH10 TTGGAAAJCTGGAAAGGAAGGACACCAAATGAAAGATTGTACTCAGAGACAGGCTAATTTTTTACGCAAGATCTG 1644 

TrpLy%Cy»GlyLy»GluGJyHi»Clf»fWtly%A»pCy«ThK;ioAroGlftAUA»nPh«L«wGlyLy»lUTrp 438 
iH5 PK«Ph»AroGioAkpl»« 6 



I Diract R«p«at 1 — Di r»ct 



IHS 




46 3 
31 



488 

56 



8H10 CAGACCAGAGCCAACAGCCCCACCAGAAGAGAGCTTCAGGTCTCGGGTAGACACAACAACTCCCCCTCAGAAGCA 1796 
AroProGluProThrAl«ProProGluGl«5«rPh»ArQS»rCJyV»lGiwThrThrThrProProGJoly*Gln 
Glr»ThrAraAl»A»nS»rProThrArQArgCluL«uGl«V»lTrpGlyArgA»pA»nA«n5»rPro5»rCloAU 

8H5 -~ " " "J 

l*u 

GAG p i5— | 

1H10 GCAGCCGATAGACAAGGAACTGTATCCTTTAACTTCCCTCAGATCACTCTTTGGCAACGACCCCTCGTCACAATA 1871 

GloProll»A*pLy*GloL»oTyrProl«wThr$«rL»uArQS«rL»uPK»GlyA»AAmpPrt)5«r5«rGln 512 
GlyAl»A»pArqGlftGlyThrV»lS»rPh«A»nPh«ProClnIl«ThrL*wTrpGlr»ArqProL«oV»lThrll» «1 

»M5 

8H10 AAGATAGGGGGGCAACTAAAGGAAGCTCTATTAGATACAGGAGCAGATCATACAGTATTAGAAGAAATGAGTTTG 1946 
Ly»Il»GlyGl yGlnLsuL yaGluAl «L«ut «vA»pThrGl yAl »A«pAspT hrVal L*uGluG)uM*t S»rlau 

8H5 — " 

IH 10 CCAGGAAGATCCAAACCAAAAATGAT AGGGGGAATTGCAGCTTTTATCAAACTAAGACAGTATGATCACATACTC 202 1 

ProGlyArQTrpLy»ProLy*n«tIl»GlyClyIl«GlyGlyPK«n«Ly»V»lAroClnTyrA»pCinIl«l«o 131 

BH5 - - * 

IH10 AT AGAAATCTGTGGACAT AAAGCTATAGGTACACTATTAGT AGGACCTACACCTCTCAACATAATTGGAAGAAAT 2096 

n»CluIl»Cy»GlyHi*ly»Al»n«GlyThrVan%oV»lGlyProThrProV*lA»f»ll»Il«GlyArgA»n 156 

BH5 - * — . 

Aha III 

BH10 CTGTTGACTCAGATTGGTTGCACTTTAAATTTTCCCATTAGCCCTATTGAGACTGTACCAGTAAAATTAAAGCCA 217 1 ■ 
t«ulowThrGlnIl«GlyCymThrL«oA»i»Ph«ProIl«S«rProIl»GIoThrV»lProV*lly*L»uLy»Pro 1* 1 

BK5 T— A 

BH10 CGAATGGATGGCCCAAAAGTTAAACAATGGCCATTGACAGAAGAAAAAATAAAAGCATTAGTAGAAATTTGTACA 2246 

Gly«»tA*pGlyProty*V«lLy»GlnTrpProL»uThrGluCloLy»n«Ly»Al»L«uV.lClgIl«Cy*Thr 206 
BHS " 

BM 10 GAAATGGAAAAGGAAGGGA*AATTTCAAAAATTGGGCCTGAGAATCCAT ACAATACTCCAGTATTTOCCATAAAG 232 I 

CluM«iGIuly»CluGIyLy*li«S»rly*Il»GlyProGluA*nProTypA»nThrProV»jPKteAl»II«ly» 
BH5 - * 

BH10 AAAAAAGACAGTACT AAATGGAGAAAATI AGTAGATTTCAGAGAACTTAATAAGAGAACTCAAGACTTCTGGGAA 2396 

ly»Ly»A*pS«rThrLy»7rpArQLy«l»oV»lA»pPK«AroGluLQuA»nLy*ArQThrGlnA»pPK«TrpGlu "6 

"5 - — : G — 

Ar 0 

BK10 GTTCAATTAGGAATACCACATCCCGCAGGGTTAAAAAAGAAAAAATCAGTAACAGTACTGGATGTGGGTGATGCA 247 1 

V»lGlnL«oGlyXl»ProH?»ProAl»GlyL«uLy«lymLy*Ly*SorV»lThrV«n««A»pV»lGlyA»pAi» 2* ■ 

BK5 C - — ~ 

IH10 TATTTTTCACTTCCCTTAGATGAAGACTTCAGGAAGTATACTGCATTTACCATACCTAGTATAAACAATGACACA 2546 

IyrPh«S*rV«lPrpL»wA»pCloA»pPK«AroLyBTyrThrAUPh«ThrIl«PpoS«rIl«A»AA»«CluThr 306 

BH5 - T 

BH10 CCAGGGATT AGAT ATCAGTACAATGTGCTTCCACAGGGATGGAAAGGATCACCAGCAAT ATTCCAAAGTAGCATG 2621 

ProGlyllBAroTyrGlnTyrAmnVaU^oProGlnClyTrplyBGlySwrProAlall^PhtClnS.rSBrH^t « 1 

BH5 G-G ' 

SorGly 

Aha III 

BH10 ACAAAAATCTTAGAGCCTTTTAAAAAACAAAATCCAGACATAGTTATCTATCAATACATGGATGATTTGTATGTA 2696 

Thrty»IloL»uGJwProPh«Ly»Ly»GlnA»nProA»pIl»V»lI UTyrClnTyrH»tA»pA»pL»uTyrV»l 356 

BH5 G T 

Arq 
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IN 10 OOATCTOACTT AOAAATACGGCA(^ATAOAACAAAAATAOAOCA(KTOACMCAAC&?CTGTTOAOOTOOOCACTT 27? I 

|H5 01 yS.f A»pl»u01ul 1#01 yOlrvMl *Ar Q Thrt y»I lftOluOlul ftuAroOinHI »l»utouAro7rpGlylov 34 1 

1H10 ACCJCACCAMCAAAAAACATCAOAAAOAACCTCCATTCCTTTOGATOOCTTATOAACTCXATCCTOATAAATCO 2144 

Pvu II 

IN 10 ACA0TACA0CCTATA0TOCTOCCA0AAAAA0ACACCT0CAC70TCAAT0ACATACAOAACTTACTOOCOAAATT0 2t2l 

7hrV*101r»ProI l«V«ll«vPpoCluLy»AmpSttpTrpThpV«lAw>AttpI l*GlnLy»lovVftlGlylyaLow A3 1 

M " lift " * 

tut *" T rpM«*» r °liai«TyrFr©GlyXU^ *"* 454 

IH 10 ACAGAAGTAATACCACTAACAGAAGAAOCAGAGCTAGAACTOGCAGAAAACAGAOAGATTCTAAAAGAACCAGTA 307 1 

IMS ThrCluVmlll * Prol ^ ThrGlu01uA1 » Glul ™ 6 *^^ At 1 

•N 10 CATOGAGTGTATTATGACCCATCAAAAOACTTAATAGCAGAAATACAGAAGCAGOGGCAAGOCCAATGGACATAT 3144 

AH* III 

1H10 CAA ATTT ATCAAGAGCCAT TT AAAAATCTGAAAACAOGAAAAT A7GCAAGAA7GA0OGO70CCCACAC7AA7GA7 322 1 
1N10 GT AAAACAATTAACAGAGCK^AGTGCAAAAAATAACCACAGAAAGCAT AGTAATATGOGCAAAGACTCCTAAATTT "|f. 

ihs v * u ^ lnl ~ ThrClMAJaValG1 " Lv » IuThrThrC ^^ 5*« 

IN 10 AAACT ACCCATACAAAAGGAAACATGGGAAACATOGTGOACAGAGTATTOOCAAGCCACCTGGATTCCTGAGTOG 337 1 

Ly»l«^^^oIl«ClnLy»GlwThrTrpGlwThrTrpTrpTbrGluTyrTrpClnAUThrTrpIl»PrpGlwTrp 31 1 

Kpn I 

IN 10 OAGTTTGTTAAT ACCCCTCCTTTAGTGAAAT7ATGGTACCAGTTAGA0AAAOAACCCATAGT AOGAOCAGAAACC 344* 

IHS G ^ f ^ - ^* > ™ ThrPr ° f ™ l ™ v » u y» L ^W7y^ 404 

IH10 TTCTATGTAGATOOGOCAGCTAACAGGMGACTAJUTTAGGAAAAGCAGGATATGTTACTAACAAAOOAAGACM 3321 

^•TyrV«lA»oClyAUAl*A»nAroGluThrLy.L»uGlyly»Al»01yTyrV*lThrA»nLv»01yArQGlfi 431 

IHS — ~~ G"~" w ~'"~ , ~~~~ — ~~~~ , """*" — ""*"~ — ~~ J— C"-—— —————— — 

$t ArQ 

IH10 AACCTTCTCCCCCTAACTAACACAACAAATCAGAAAACTGAGTTACAAGCAATTTATC7AOCTTTOCAGGAT7CA 35*4 

ly*V«lV*lProl*Hi7hrA*n7hr7hrA»nGlnLy»7KrGlul«uGlnAl*Il«Tyrl«uAUL«u01nAftpS»r 434 

INS — A A C — -O A — C — 0 

Ihr Hi. A»n 

IH 10 OGATTAGAAOTAAACAT AG7AACAGACTCACAATA70CATTAGGAATCATTCAAGCACAACCAGATAAAAG7GAA 347 1 

^ GlyL*u01uV»lA»«IUV*17hrAtp$«r01fi7yrAl*L»uGlyIUIl»01nAUClnf roA »pl ymStrGlo 48 t 

. ton I 

IK 10 7CA0AGTTAGTCAA7CAAA7AA7AGA0CAG77AA7AAAAAAGGAAAAGC7C7A7C70OCA70OGJACCA0CACAC 3744 

IHS ^•^^^•»*^CinIl«Il««luGlnL.uIl.ly»ly»Glu^ 704 

IHI0 AAAGGAAT TOGAOGAAATOAACAAOTAGATAAATTAG7CAOTOCTOGAATCAOGAAAA7AC7 ATTTTTAOA7GGA 3*21 

IHS i T-Si^iiTSi V * 1 * *° L VmL • V * V * 1 »0 1 vl 1 »A^ 0 L y^ml 1 «>L •uRl^wL mr»Cl v 731 

IN 10 AT AOATAAGOCCCAAGATGAACATGAGAAA7 ATCACAGTAATTGGAOAGCAATGOCT AOTGATTTTAACCTOCCA 3194 

Pvu IX " 
W10 CCTGTAOT AOCAAAAGAAATAGTAGCCAGCTGTGATAAATGTCAGCT AA AAGOAGAAOCCATOCATGGACAAOTA 3971 

ihs -I®-!i.!l^!-!^l-!i?l!! 1A i!-"r Cy ^* pLY ^ y ^ lftL ^ 1 v,clrCluA1 * n * tH ' •ciyci«v*i 711 

IN 10 0AC70TAD7CCA0CAATATOOCAAC7AGA77O7ACACAT77AOAAOOAAAAG77A7CC7OO7A0CAG77CA7GIA 4044 

ihs ™™™I!™™™?i*5i vl v»v«ni«i«wv»iAuv*iN< «v«i 104 

IN 10 0CCA07O0A7A7A7AOAA0CA<UA077A??CCAGCAOAAACA0<>OC^ ft ,j t 

IHS *i*^° ,vTvrn ^ lwA1#01wV « l,l ^ r ^ t31 

IH10 OCAOOAAGA700CCA07AAAAACAA7ACA7ACAOACAA7uXK:AOCAA777CACCAOTOC7ACOG77AAOOCCOCC 4 194 

Ceo tl 

IMH 70770G70O0C0OOAATCAAKA0<UA777GGAA77CCC7ACAA7CCCCAAAG7CAAroA07A07AGAA7C7A7 427 1 

|HS 5r!l rpTrpAU0! vI1 * L y pCln01oP '^ 1 y I1 ^ roT y rA » f * Pr « 0 l« S « r <»l'»ClyV»lV»lGluS«rH«4 I1 1 

IH 10 AATAAAOAATTAAAOAAAATTATAOGACAOG7AAGAOATCAGOCTOAACA7CTTAAGACAOCAOTACAAATOOCA 4344 

IHS *^^2T^?i"i^f b r*Lr*I * A f "° A *°° ir * * * *° A wM 1 • L * wl y»7hrAl»V*lGl«H«tAU 904 
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ah* in 

Mil OTAT7CA7CCACAATTTTAAAAOAAAAO0OOOOATTOOOOOGTACAOTOCAQOGOAAAOAATAOTAOACATAATA 4421 
MS *»f p ^ I *;^» A ^ rh « L y» Ar oLv»01y01vIl«Clv01yTvrS«rAU01yOlMArQn«V«lA«pIl«IU 

IN 10 0CAACAOACATACAAACTAAAGAATTACAAAAACAAAT7ACAAAAATTCAAAATT7TCGOGTTTAT7ACAOG0AC 4494 
^ Al»TKrA»pIl»ClnThrly»Clut»u01»%ly»OUIl«Thrly»n«01nA.nPh«ArQV»lTyrTvAroA»p 

IH10 AOCAOAAATCCACTTTOOAAAOOACCAOCAAAOCTCCTCTOOAAAOCTOAAOGOOCACTAOTAATACAAOATAAT 4571 
MS *«[*^^ Pr » l ^ Tr P l y»°lv^roAl»ly»i«wt«uTrpty»01y01u6JyAUV*lV»lU#Clf»A*oA«^ 

I SO* 

•HID AOTOACATAAAAOTAOTOCCAAOAACAAAAOCAAAOATCATTAOGCATTATOOAAAACACATOOCAOCTOATOAT 44 44 

S»rA«pZUlytVAlV*lfrpAroAroLysAl*Ly«tUIl»AroAmpTyrGlyly 9 01r>n«tAl»ClyAmpA«p 
jw Cy»Clr>C]uCluLy»GlnArqS«rL»uClyI]«M«tcIuA^ArQTrp01nV B lH«tI2« 

rOl 1 

OHIO TOTO7OOCAAOTA0ACA0CAT6AOOATTAOAACAT0GAAAACTTTAGTAAAACACCATAT0TATCTTTCAOOCAA 4721 
CyiVaJAJaSprAroGlnAppOluAtp 

VftlTrp01nVftlAftpAroM«(AroU»ArQThrTrpLymS»rl«uVaUy»HI«Nf «M«tTyrValSarOlyLys 

OK5 ------ — -------------------- — - - q 

Aro 

IN to A0CTA0OGOAT0OTTTTATA6ACATCACTATOAAA0CCCTCATCCAA0AATAACTTCA0AA0TACACATCCCAC7 4794 
OH5 AUArgOlyTrpPhpTyrArgHUHi »T yrC)uS*rProHt ftProArg] USerSarOlwValHf »I l«Pf*oL«y 



AH «0 AGOOCATOCTA(UTTCCTAATAACAACATATTOGOCTCT0CATACA<™^ 407 t 

OHIO ACTCTCCAT AOAATOOACOAAAAACAOATATAOCACACAAOTAOACCCTOAACTAOCAOACCAACT AAT7CATCT 4940 

"Arg ™ 

OHH OTA77ACT7TOAC707TTTTCA0AC7CT0C7ATAA0AAAGOCCTTATTA0OACACATA0TTA0CCCTAO0TCT0A 502 1 
IH5 -c™ ----- Jff™™™!?™ Al•Il^ otv ^ 1 • l ~ l • uClyMUI1 • V • 1S • rPro * r « C y |^Cil, 

• H tl AJATCAAOCAOOACAT AACAAOOTAOGATCTCTACAATACTTOOCACTAOCAOCATTAATAACACCAAAAAAOAT 5094 
TyrClnAl«01yHi»A.nLy»V«lCly5«rL«o01i»7yrL»uAl«lpuAUAl»Lp«Il«7hi-rroly»ly«IU 

0H5 — — o- 

V»l 

OH 10 AAAOCCACCTTTOCCTACTGTTACGAAACTOACAOAW*TACATCOAACAAOCC^ 5171 

son - 



0M10 AOCOAOCCACApiATGAATOCACACTAOAGCTTTTAOAO<»« 5244 
IH5 



Gl|S*rHi»ThrK«tAsfiGlyHl« 



JUs 1 illl???!?"!?^!™^*^™^!^ 552 1 

JM10 ACAa\tcTOCAACAACT(X:T0TTTATCCATTTTCAQAATTGCOT^ 5394 

* M5 ~ : A 

jSi 0 ^J!? 4 ^?^™?!?^!?^™!^ 547 1 

\h" *ll™t?Qll™£ll^ 554* 

CSp* I> 

OHIO CCTATGGCAGCAAGAAGCGGAGACAGCGACGAAGACCTCCTCAAGGCAGTCAGACTCATCAAGTTTCTCTATCAA 5421 

#M5 — 0 

IH« —o A — £~A 

OHIO AGCAOTAAGT AG7ACATGTAA7GCAACC7ATACAAATAOCAATAGTAGCA[ UTAOTAOTACCAATAATAATAOCAA 5494 

W C C T--C-A T-OCC C 

iJo ,e 5771 

f — ■ - ■ ■ EM V- 1 OK 

OHIO GACTAATA0AAACA0CA0AAGACAGT0OCAA7GA0A0T0AAGOA0AAATATCA0CACTT0T0OAGATGOCGJGTOG 5044 



M 1 1 *OfI«JOOCAC CATOCTCCTTO^TOTTOATOAJCTGT AOTK^ 592 I 

PK« 



AroTrpfllyThrH*tL«uL«^iyn«tl»uH*tn # Cy.S«rAl.ThrOlwLy.L»uTrpV»nhrV»lTyrTyr 



Kpn 1 

AM 10 OOOCTACCTOTGTOOAAOCAAGCAACCACCACTCTATTTTOTG^TCAOA 5994 
iy * l roV- 1 rpt > r,CAwA1#Trw ' ThrTKpL « wP ^V» A i»^' , A»pAl»Ly»Al»TyrA»pTKrGlwV»l 



FIG, 3 ((TO 



24 



FIG. 3 mi.) 



522 



EPO 185 444 B1 



■ 

OHIO CATAATCTTTOOOCCACACATCCCTOTOTACCCACAOACCCCAACCCACAAOAAOTAGTATTOOTAAATOTOACA 4071 

HI •Av>V»lTrpAUThrHt »AUCy«V.lPrt>ThrA*pProA.nFro01n01uV»lV»n*jV.lA»nV»lThr f 7 

BHB ~ 

IH IB OAAAATTTTAACATCTOGAAAAATCUCATOGTACAACAOATOCATOAOOATATAATCAOTTTATOOOATCAAAOC * 1*4 

GluA»nPh«A»nMfttTrply»AvtA»pM«*V«lGlv01nM«tHf aCluAspIl*! I«S*rl»uTrpA»pClnS«r 122 

BH4 

AH* III ■ 

BH10 CT AAA OCCATOTOT AAA ATT AACCCCACTCT0TOTTAOTTTAAAOTOCACT0ATTTOAAOAATOA TACT AATACC (221 

L»uLy»ProCy»V«lLv«L«wThrProt*uCy*V«lS«rL*oLy»Cy«ThrA»pL«uLv»A»AA»pTKrA.r»Thr 147 

BHO 

a ■ ■ 

BH 10 AATAOTAOTAOCOOGACAATOATAATOOACAAAOOAOAOATAAAAAACTOCTCTTTCAATATCAOCACAAOCATA 4204 

AwvS«rS«rS«r01yAroM«tIl9M«tCluLysCly01un«Lr»ABnCy»S«rPh^«nXlttS«rThrS*rIl« 172 
....... „ 

■ 

OHIO AOAOOTAAOOTOCAOAAAOAATATDCATTTTTTTATAAACTTGATATAATACCAATAOATAATOATACTACCAOC 4571 

ArgGlyLytV»lClnly»CluTyrAUPK«Ph«Tyrly«L«uA»pZlttU«Pn>Il*A«pA«nABpThrTKr$»r 107 

M 

OHIO TATACCTTOACAAOTTOTAACACCTCAOTCATTACACAOOCCTOTCCAAAOOTATCCTTTOAOCCAATTCCCATA 4444 

TyrThrL«uThrSarCymAsnTKrS»rVBlIlaThr01nAUCy«ProLytV«lS«rPh^luProIl»ProIl« 222 

IHB " 

■ ■ 

OHIO CATTATTGTOCCCCCGCTOOTTTTDCGATTCTAAAATGT AATAATAAOACOTTCAATOOAACAOOACCATOT ACA 452 1 

HI ftTyrCyftAlaProAUGlyPh^AUIUL^uLysCyBAsAAsnLysThrPK^AsnOlyThrGlyProCyaThr 247 

BHt 

■ ■ 

OHIO AATGTCAOCACAGTACAATGTACACATGGAATTAGOCCAOTAGTATCAACTCAACTGCTGTTAAATOOCAGTCTG 4504 

A B nV«lS»rThrV*lGlnCysThrHi»GlyIl»ArQProValV«lS«rThr01nL«uL B uL«uAMGly5»rL«w 272 

OHO 

Bq2 II v 

OH 10 GCAGAAGAAGAOOTAGTAATTAGATCTGCCAATTTCACAOACAATGCTAAAACCATAATAGTACAGCTGAACCAA 447 1 

Al»GluCluGluV«lV«lIl*Ar 0 S«rAUA«APh«ThrAftpAwkAl»Ly B ThrIUIl*V«lGlnL«uAiAGln 207 

IHB T C --0--AC- 

V«l A.pThr 
H I 

BH 1 D TCTGTAGAAATTAATTGTACAAGACCCAACAACAATACAAGAAAAAGTATCCGTATCCAOAGAGGACCAGGGAGA 4744 
^ SarValGluIl^ABnCysThrArgProAttnAsnAwiThrAroLysSsrllttAroll^lnAr^lyfroGlyArQ 

L ". "ro. 

BH IP GCATTTGTTACAATAOGAAAAATAGGAAATATGAGACAAGCACATTGTAACATTAGTAOAGCAAAATOGAATAAC 4021 

Al»Pb«V«lThrU*GlyLy«Il«01yAanH«%ApaGlnAUH|«Cy»A»nn«S«rAroAULy»TrpA«ftAMt 547 

BHO - OC- 

AU 

AKi III ■ 
BH16 ACTTTAAAACAGATAGATAOCAAATTAAOAOAACAATTTOGAAATAATAAAACAATAATCTTTAAOCAGTCCTCA 4004 

Thrill y^lnIl«A»pS«rLy.l.wAroGluGlnPh^lyA w »A B nLy.TbrIl»Il«Ph«Ly.01ftS«rS.r 572 

BHO 

■ 

BH IB GGAGOOGACCCAGAAATTGTAACGCACAOTTTTAATTGTOGAGOGGAATTTTTCTACTGTAATTCAACACAACTG 407 1 

GlyGlyAftpProGluIl«V«lThpKisS«pPh«AsftCy»01yGlyGluPh«Pb«TyrCy»A»nS«rThrGlnL«u 597 
BHB 

■ H « 

BH 10 TTTAATAGTACTTOCTTTAATAGTACTTOGAOTACTAAAOOOTCAAATAACACTGAAOOAAOTOACACAATCACC 7044 

^ Ph»A^S»rThrTrpPh«A««S.rTKrTrpS«rTHrLy»GlyS«rA«AA^ThrGluGly$»rJlmpThrIl»Tbr *22 

OHIO CTCCCATGCAGAATAAAACAAATTATAAACATGTOGCAGGAAGTAGGAAAAOCAATGTATOCCCCTCCCATCAGT 7 121 

L»uProCy»AroIi«Ly»GlnIl«Il«A»AH«tTrp01nGluV«lClYly»AUH»iTyrAUProProIl«S«r *47 

BHB " 

■ « 
BH 1Q GOACAAATTAOATOTTCATCAAATATTACAOOOCOCTATTAACAAGAGATOGTGGTAATAOCAACAATOACTCC 7 104 

GlyGlnn*ArqCy»S»rS*rA»nIl«TKrClyL«wL«wL«oThrArQA»pGlyClyA.rS»rA«nA»nGlwS«r *72 
BHB 

BH10 GAGATCTTCAOACCTOGAOGAOGAGATATOAOOOACAATTOGAGAAGTGAATTATATAAATATAAAGTAGTAAAA 7271 

GluIl»Ph«AroProGlyGlyClyA»pH«tAroA»pA»«TrpAro5«rCluL«uTyrLy»TypLy»V»lV«Uyi **7 

BHB -"- 

\/ 

OHIO ATTGAACCATTAGGAGTAOCACCCACCAAGOCAAAOAOAAGAGTOGTOCAOAOAOAAAAAAOAOCAOTOOOAATA 7544 

Il«GluProLau01yV«lAl»ProThrlyftAULy»ArQApQValV«lClrtApQ01uLyBAroAl*V*)GlyIl« 522 
BHB 

OHIO OGAGCTTTOTTCCTTOGOTTCTTOGGAOCAOCAOGAAGCACTATOGOCOCAGCOTCAATOACOCTOACGOTACAO 7421 _ , 

OlyAUL«uPh«L*uGlyPH«LMiGlyAUAUG]yS«rThrH^01yAUAl»S»rH««ThrLauThrV*)Gln 5*7 
BHB 

BH10 OCCAWCAATTATTOTCTWTATAOTQCAOCACKAOAACAATTW^ 740* 

Al •AroGlnl*ul*uS«rGl yl l«V*101r>Glrt01nA»riAwtl«ulauArQAl»l l*01u*l »01n01nH I »L mu 572 

BHB " ~OC 

01 y 

OHIO TTOCAACTCACAGTCTGOOGCATCAAGCAOCTCCAOOCAAOAATCCTOOCTGTOOAAAOATACCTAAAOGATCAA 7571 

L •oClnL •uTKrV*! T rpOl yl 1 «L y*GlnL •uOinAlaArql 1 «l»^Al »V« 101 wAroTyrL«uly»A »pGlf\ 597 

BHB 

I 

OH 10 CAOCTCCTOOGCATTTOOOGTTGCTCTOGAAAACTCATTTOCACCACTOCTOTOCCTTOOAATOCTAOTTOGAOT 74*4 

01nL«uL»wClyIUTrp<ilyCy»S»r01yLy»L»uIl«Cy«ThrThrAl»V«lPpt>TrpA»AAUS.rTrpS*r 422 
BHt — 
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IN 10 AATAAATCTCT00AACAOATTT<KWATAACATOACC^ "J*! 

%Ht *^^*^^^ 0 lw C l n il» Tr P A ^ A ^ M »* T ^ rT rpH # t01wTrpA^Aro01uIl*A»nA»n7vrThr5»r 4*7 

IK 10 TTAATACACTCCTTAATTCUAGAATCOCAAAACCAOCAA0AAAAG4ATOAACAACAATTATTOOAATT AOATAAA 7794 

^ l«vII«Hi ftS«rL»uU«Clu01uS«rClnA«nClnOlnCluLy»A»n01u01nGluL«uLM/01ul*uAspLyt (72 

■ 

• H tO TGOCCAACTTTCTOOAATTOOTTTAACATAACAAATTOOCTOTOOTATATAAAATTATTCATAATOATACTAOCA 717 1 

Ml ^^i;f;^^Tr^»Tr^^A«All«ThrA»«Trpt»TrpTyrIl»ly«L«u^h«Il«ll»tZl«V»101y «97 

IH10 OOCTTOCTAOOTTTAAOAATAGTTTTTOCTOTACTTTCTOTAGTOAATAOAOTTAOOCAOOOATATTCACCATTA 7*44 

GlyL»oV.lClyL««AroIUV*irK»A)«V«U»uS«rV*IV.U»AAroV«lAroGln01yTyr5«rfrol«w 722 

II* 

BK 10 TCGTTTCAGACCCACCTCCCAATCCCGAGOOGA^CCGACAGGCCCGAAOGAATAGAAGAAGAAGGTGGAGAGAGA 102 1 

^ S«rfh^lnTSrH1»L»uPron*ProAr9GlyProAftpArQfroGlwGlyIl«GlwGluGlu01y01yGluArQ 747 

Am 

BH 10 (WCAOAGACAOATCCATTCGATTACTOAACGGATCCTTAGCACTTATCTOOOACOA7CTOCOOAOCCTGTOCCTC 1094 

AHA A *P Ar ^*^ r o5«rIl»Arol#«V»lAMGlyS«rL»wAUL»wIl»TrpAmpA»pl«iArQS»rL«oCy»l»« 772 

IM to TTCAGCTACCACCOCTTGAGAGACTTACTCTTGATTGTAACOAG<MTTOTGGAACTTCTGOGACGCAOG<>OGTGG 117 1 

» H8 ^Jj^V^^^otwAroAmpL^uL^uLpuIUValThrAroIUValOlulaolauGlyAraArflGiyTrp 797 

OHIO OAAGCCCTCAAATATTGGTGGAATCTCCTACAGTATTGGAGTCAGGAGCTAAAGAATAGTGCTG?TAOCTTGCTC S244 

GluAl»L«uLy»TyrTrpTrpA»nL«uL«uGlnTyrTrpS«rGlnGluLMiLysAanS»rAl«V«lS«rL«oL«u 122 
BH4 A A 

IN 1 0 AATGCCACAOCTATAOCAGTAGCTGAOGGOACAGATAOOGTTATAGAAOTAGTACAAOGAOCTTATAOAGCTATT 152 1 

L«u AU 

ENV-LOR 1 

BH 10 CGCCACATACCTAOAAGAATAAGACAGGGCTTOGAAAOGATTTTOCTAtAAGATOGOTGOCAAGTGGTCAAAAAG 1394 

BH1 Ar O Nl * I1 * ProAr O Ar O I1 * A ^oGlnGlyl«uOluAroll*L«uL«u $43 

BH 10 TAGTOTGGTTGGATGGCCTGCTGTAAG<MWkAAGAATGAGACGAGCTGAOCCAOCAGCAGATGGGGTGOGAOCAGC 1 47 1 

BKA — — — t 

Xho X 

IhI* ATCTCGAGACCTAOAAAAACATOOAGCAATCACAAOTAOCAAXACAGCAK 1544 

JM^O AGAAGCACAAGATOA^ 9i2 1 

PvuII ftgl II Ah* III K^U3 

Polypurina Tract It 

BJHI AGCTGTAGATCTTAOCCACTTTTTAAAAGAAAAGGGOOGACTGGAAGOGCTAATTCACTCCCAACCAA 14 9f 

(lam HI) 

BIUO TATCCTTOATCTOTGCATaACCACACACA^OG^TACTTCCCTGATTAOCAWACT 177 1 

BN10 GAGGTTTGACAGCCGCCTAGCATTTCATCACATGGCCCOAGAGCTGCATCCOOAGTACTTCAAGAACTGCTGACA 1994 
IKS T- 

BJOO TCGAOCTTKTACAAOGGACTTTCCGCTOCGXU^^ 107 1 

9 144 

Sitl 

R 

BHll GOGAGCTC «t 5 « 

HUd III 

MXI2 TCTGWTAGCTAGG<^ACCCACTOCTTAAGCCTcXkTAAAKTTGCCTTGAGTOCTTCA f 2 1 J 

M *« AC TA0T0| OT(KXCCTCTOTT0TGTQACTCT(XrrAACTAi^CUTCCCTCAOA 

IB 

hx\? rrxTTTTAnTr.AnTnTftfUAAATrTrTAnr.A 



FIG. 3 mi) 
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FIG. 5 
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FIG. 6 



29 



EPO 185 444 B1 



> 



g 
a. 

UJ 
CL 

-I 
< 
Z 

CO 

< 

E 
o 



< - 

o o 



co 



< 

o o 
< — 



o 
o 
o 

< 
< 

O 

o 

8 i 

UJ w < 



o 
<t 
o 
o 
< 
< 



< 
< 



> 

o 

> 



to 
c 



CL 
c 

Ui 
< 



0. 



c 



o 

o 
o 
< 

o — 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

cr 

rO, 

< 

CL 

E 
o 



I 

I 

I 

I 

< 

< 
< 



< 

< 

O 
<X 

O 
< 

u 

O 
< 
<X 

<r 
u 
o 
o 
o 

< 

< 



o 
u 



.v 2 - 

o o 

U — 

O < 



o 
o 

o 
<a 

u 
o 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

(T 
i 

CsJ 

E 
O 



5 



o 

< 

o 
< 



< 

o 

< 
< 

o 
o 
o 
o 

< 
< 

< 



8 



0) 

CO 



cr 

8 5 5 

w O O 

o — 

o < 



u 
o 
o 
o 
< 

u 
o 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

cr 
i 

< 

CL 

£ 
O 



c 

O 
o 



30 



EP 0 185 444 B1 




— 14 



12345 6789 10 a 



FIG7 
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